
11 

 

To Determine the Language of Instruction in a Bilingual Class 
For Administering the TAKS Test to a 

Third Grade Emergent Student 

For the Emergent student 

Investigate the student’s 
school history 

Has attended U.S. schools for less than 3yrs? 
Has attended U.S. schools for more than 3yrs consecutively? 

Scored non English speaker  
Scored non Spanish speaker 
Scored limited English speaker 
Scored limited Spanish speaker

Consider the student’s 
most recent language 
proficiency score 

Do a reading running 
record in both languages Instructional running record 

level in English?     Spanish? 

Administer the 
benchmark in both 
languages 

English benchmark score? 
Spanish benchmark score? 

Review the student’s 
writing and/or literacy 
portfolio 

Which language is the student 
more proficient in his/her 
writing? 

After reviewing all the data and meeting with the 
literacy team or intervention team, the student’s 
bilingual teacher and the LPAC Committee will 
make the decision as to the language for 
administering the TAKS reading and math. 

Review the data with the literacy 
team or intervention team at  the 
campus for additional support 
and/or interventions most beneficial 
for the student 

Review the student’s 
report cards ( current  
year and the previous 
years) 

Do the grades reflect that the 
student had difficulty all 
throughout the student’s school 
history? 

An Emergent student is limited in both languages. The student receives a mixture of native
language and English at home (family interaction, older siblings, neighborhood, and
community, media, such as radio, TV) thus, no dominant language is supported at home.
The student scores on the Oral Language Proficiency Test were LSS/ NES, LSS/LES,
NSS/NES, or NSS/LES. The student may have scored Beginning on the RPTE. The student
may respond with longer phrases, three or more descriptors, and in complete sentences in
English. 
 
Code switching is not the only indication to be considered.  
 
*  If the emergent student is in 3rd, 4th, or 5th and has always been in a Bilingual program
since Pre-K/Kinder without interruptions (not going back and forth to their native
country), then consider some interventions for the student. 


