
Winter is giving us one 
last look, but spring is 
just around the corner.  
I know everyone is 
looking forward to the 
warmer weather after 
finally getting some 
rain.  I am amazed at 
how quickly things 
have begun to green 
up since the rains be-
gan.  Additionally, I am 
amazed at how much 
progress has been 
made in facilities here 
in the Grand Prairie 
Independent School 
District.  In what has 
been a very short nine 
months, I have wit-
nessed miracles.  The 
maintenance and op-
erations staffs have 
been an integral part 
of these miracles.  The 
skills of our techni-
cians have been util-
ized by countless 
numbers of engineers, 
architects, construc-
tion companies, con-
tractors and most im-
portantly by our own 
school district.  To this, 

I say thank you for all 
you have done to 
make GPISD an even 
better place to educate 
our children. 
 
It never ceases to 
amaze me of how 
smoothly things have 
gone through our cha-
otic world of construc-
tion.  We owe this pri-
marily to one thing.  
Teamwork.  The most 
important aspect of 
building something 
great, is being able to 
put differences aside 
and work together as a 
team.   GPISD is com-
prised of a very di-
verse group of bright 
and talented staff 
members.  With the 
talents and abilities we 
are blessed with, mul-
tiple thoughts and 
ideas are brought to 
the table on a regular 
basis.   When blending 
these thoughts, ideals, 
philosophies, dreams, 
and standards into one 
package, sometimes 

important ideas do not 
make the final grade.  
In no way should that 
ever diminish the 
value of any of the 
staff requests or sug-
gestions.  Often times 
budget restraints or 
other realities come 
into play when making 
the final determina-
tions.   
 
Many changes have 
taken place in the past 
year.   My expecta-
tions are for us to be-
come a stronger more 
cohesive unit as we 
grow and learn about 
and from one another.  
I look forward to the 
many opportunities we 
face each and every 
day.  I hope the entire 
staff feels the same 
way.  If so, great 
things will be accom-
plished. 
 
 - by Kit Mason, Ex-
ecutive Director of Op-
erations & Facilities 
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NEW ITEM! 
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Home maintenance can be very 
costly.  To avoid added ex-
penses and gain some personal 
time, I suggest selling your 
home and renting an apartment 
instead.  In an apartment, all 

you have to do is call the office 
or answering service and report 
the problem and someone else 
comes to fix it.  You don’t even 
have to be home!  In an apart-
ment, when you hear the lawn 

mowers going on Saturday 
morning, you can smile, turn 
over and go back to sleep!  This 
information was NOT taken 
from the Home Depot web site. 
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Serves 4 

Prep Time 10 Minutes�
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Hope each of you had a great spring break but those of us who had to work got a lot accomplished. We 
sprayed several campuses for insect inside building and you should see the effects. We have started applying 
ant bait to outside grounds with insect growth regulators to help control fire ants. Each of you are the key to 
good pest control by eliminating food and good sanitation. The laws are getting stricter on IPM requirements 
of do’s and don’ts and I’ll share them with you next month. 

 
1. The movement of pesticides through the air after application is referred to as? 
  
 a. leaching  b. drift   c.  pesticide residue   d. injury 
 
2.     If you walk 88 feet in 60 seconds you are traveling _______ m p h? 
 
              a. 2     b. 1      c. 3     d. 4  
 
3.     Insecticide is just another word for pesticide?  True  or  False 
 

 - by Ron Davis, IPM Coordinator, Grounds Superviso r 
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1. B 
2. B 
3. False (some insecticides protect) 

Answers: 

Can you identify the pest pictured here? (left)  This pest has commonly been spotted in Grand Prairie 
schools.  If you spot this pest, please do not attempt to capture or harm him, he is useful for eliminating 
other pests that are less desirable.  If you observe this pest in his natural habitat, you are likely to hear 
him singing!  The Latin name for this pest is williamis ronaldis davisus, but is more commonly referred 
to as Ron Davis.  The Ron Davis just happens to be one of my favorite pests. 
 
This useful tidbit of information was provided by Lisa Kirkpatrick, Dispatcher  



1. What mid-western town was the setting of Little House on the 
Prairie? 

2. Which NFL Hall of Famer played Jonathan Garvey on Little 
House on the Prairie? 

3. Which Happy Days star appeared in John Wayne’s final movie? 

4. On Little House on the Prairie, where did the Ingall’s family 
originally live? 

5. What was the cook’s name on Bonanza? 

6. On Little House on the Prairie, what was the name of the creek on 
the Ingall’s property? 

7. What was the name of Joe Cartright’s horse? 

8. What happened to Little Joe’s wife? 

9. Name all six Brady Bunch kids. 

10. What was the name of the dog on the Brady Bunch? 
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If you would like to brag 
on an Auxiliary employee 
or have something nice to 
say, please e-mail 
lisa.kirkpatrick@gpisd.org 
and you might see them 
on our brag board!  I will 
also forward it to their 
immediate supervisor! 

I really appreciate 
Alex Rodriguez! 

Alex is always 
smiling and is al-

ways nice to me.  
 

- Lisa Kirkpatrick 


