MORE OF THIS...
In planning 
· Make learning objectives and expected performance standards clear to students. 

· Integrate instruction in study, media, and library skills into each unit. 

· Incorporate more literature, historical fiction, ballads, and other richly detailed source material into each unit of study. 

· Use primary and secondary source material to enhance meaning and student engagement. 

· Structure units around one or a few questions, issues, or problems to promote in-depth understanding and higher-order thinking. 

· Help students see connections across lessons, units, and subject areas. 

· Incorporate technology, particularly computer use, into daily lesson activities. 

· Integrate subject areas (e.g., reading and social studies or science and social studies) to create interdisciplinary learning. 

· Help students understand how knowledge is constructed (e.g., "How do historians know something to be true?"). 

· Study the social history of "regular people" and not just political leaders and other "movers and shakers." 

· Incorporate writing activities across the curriculum. 

· Include current events and issues in daily activities. 

MORE OF THIS...
During Instructional Activities 
· Have students explore ideas and events through role-playing.
· Use timelines to help students organize information, ideas, and events. 

· Create active, hands-on learning activities. 
· Use mock elections to promote civic awareness and responsibility. 

· Invite outside experts to class to interact with students about a topic or issue. 
· Engage the class in authentic conversation about an idea, event, story, or person. 

· Conduct class debates to promote the respectful exchange of ideas. 
· Develop small group activities to promote peer dialogue about ideas, teamwork, and cooperation. 

· Create competitive/cooperative small group activities to find solutions, answer questions, etc.
· Use video and film as powerful forms of visual learning, but restrict viewing segments to 10-15 minutes in length and then discuss. 

MORE OF THIS...
In Assessment 
· Use multiple forms of assessment to accurately determine student achievement. 
· Create and use grading and scoring rubrics to clarify levels of desired achievement. 

· Familiarize your students with the assessment formats used on the state test. 
· Use journal writing to assess and reinforce learning and to promote deeper levels of reflection. 

LESS OF THIS...
In Planning 
· Plan grade-level curricula without reference to the other grade levels. 

· Plan mindless holiday parties that fail to inform students about the historical and/or political importance and background of the holiday. 

· Use textbooks as the only or primary information source. 

· Disconnect and fragment the study of school subjects. 
· Select activities because "the kids like it" rather than because the activities are educational, relate to the unit, and kids like it. 

· Race superficially through history in an attempt to "get it all covered" at the expense of real understanding and student engagement. 

LESS OF THIS...
During Instructional Activities 
· Assign busy work. 

· Require lots of rote memorization. 

· Study vocabulary words in a decontextualized manner. 

· Show lengthy videos. 

· Show videos without pausing to discuss important images, ideas, and comments. 

· Show videos that do not effectively address important unit objectives or that are tangential to the unit. 

· Use "cutesy" clip art and teacher-created bulletin boards about the Pilgrims, Indians, Lincoln, various holidays, and so on that lack rich information and input from students. 

· Make the teacher the primary or exclusive source of knowledge. 

LESS OF THIS...
In Assessment 
· Use fill-in-the-blank, "guess-what-I'm-thinking" worksheets and other forms of busywork as assessment. 

· Render grades without providing meaningful, substantive feedback to students. 

