Social Studies

Best Practices Continuum

	Attributes


	Least Effective
	More Effective
	Best Practice

	Student-Centered Instruction
	Teachers:

· Provide instruction.

Students:

· Learn passively.
	Teachers:

· Implement some student-directed lessons.

· Discuss ideas and facts with limited attention to problem-solving scenarios.

Students:

· Are responsible occasionally for their own learning. 
	Teachers:

· Facilitate learning.

· Coach students.

· Provide experiential learning.

Students:

· Are involved in increasingly more difficult tasks and concepts.

· Are involved in both independent inquiry and collaborative learning.



	Cognitive Involvement
	Teachers:

· Provide limited sources of information.

Students:

· Memorize facts as a major requirement of the class.

· Are exposed to limited viewpoints.
	Teachers:

· Direct most lessons.

Students:

· Participate in some well-defined group work.

· Participate in some open-ended tasks.


	Teachers:

· Provide ongoing student-directed learning opportunities.

· Use a variety of strategies to create meaningful learning opportunities.

Students:

· Make connections with relevant material at increasingly higher levels of reasoning.



	Instructional Delivery
	Teachers:

· Lead activities.

· Use a textbook exclusively.


	Teachers:

· Lead instruction with some student independence.

· Provide for student choice and responsibility.
	Teachers:

· Guide students through the learning process.

· Provide a variety of strategies to engage learner.

· Require frequent researching, reading, discussing, and writing of ideas.



	Use of Technologies
	Teachers:

· Are primary users of technology.
	Students:

· Have limited access to computers and a variety of media.
	Teachers and Students:

· Work in networked, multi-media environments. 

· Use the Internet for research. 



	Assessing Student Learning
	Teachers:

· Assess with objective tests as the primary measurement tools.

Students:

· Complete worksheets frequently.

· Are assessed on recall of data.


	Teachers:

· Use short answer and essay as well as objective tests.

Students

· Research and create products occasionally.
	Teachers:

· Provide an array of assessments centering on higher-level concepts as an integral part of instruction.

· Develop assessment activities that are situational, based on district benchmarks, require innovative use of information, and are evaluated with rubrics.

· Use frequently technology and multiple resources for assessment.

Students:

· Helps develop criteria for assessment.

· Perform self-evaluations as a component of assessment.

· Develop portfolios containing evidence of both written and oral products. 

· Use assessments results. 



	Instructional Materials
	Teachers:

· Use textbooks as the only classroom resource.

· Provide out-of-date maps and globes.
	Teachers:

· Provide print resources in addition to textbook.

· Use multiple instructional resources.

Students:

· Use maps and globes with Internet support.

· Use both primary and secondary materials.
	Teachers:

· Provide a variety of print and non-print resources (newspapers, documents, books, CDs, Internet) to students.

Students:

· Use maps, globes, atlases, primary and secondary materials, and other current resources to interpret and evaluate events.




