Teacher Generated Word Splash

“Splash” refers to random arrangement of key vocabulary about around a topic. The teacher-generated word splash causes students to preview upcoming vocabulary in a reading passage and will activate background knowledge.  It will also help them read for purpose.  When teachers include familiar words as well as new vocabulary it helps students categorize new vocabulary.
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Categorizing Vocabulary and Related Words

Give students a list of words and ask them to categorize the list into 2-4 categories.  Tell them that although some of the words will fit into more than one category, they should choose the one into which they think it fits best.  DO NOT TELL THEM WHAT THE CATEGORIES ARE.  Doing this activity causes the student to think about the word meanings and find relationships between the words.  Use class discussion or pair-share to report out.

Student-Generated Vocabulary Categories/Group Sharing

Ask students to create a list of words that includes vocabulary from a unit as well as related words.  Put them in groups of 3 or 4 and have them pass their list to the person to their left.  After 5 minutes or so, have them pass the list to their left again.  Then have the students compare/discuss the categories they developed for each list.

Linear Array Activity

With students in pairs, give a list of words and ask them to place each word into categories of your choosing.



After they have categorized the words, have them choose 6-8 of the words and put them on a continuum from calmest to most revolutionary (or whatever your categories are).



Ordered Word Splash

After students have worked with vocabulary in a unit, place 6-10 words that you want ordered sequentially, by importance, by degree…..  Students will do this in written format such as a graphic organizer.

Directed Word Splash

In this type of splash, words are targeted to answer a focus question.  For example, “How would you use the following terms in discussing the importance of the Industrial Revolution?”

Engaging Word Splash

Students mentally compose a story or scenario in which the words have meaning, usually with a 3-4 minute time limit.  Students can report out using a pair-share, a graphic representation….

Student-Generated Word Splash

Students generate a word splash for a topic using background knowledge as well as vocabulary.
http://chnm.gmu.edu/acpstah/unitdocs/unit5/lesson3/wordsplash.pdf





Source:  Nancy Bray, Lewisville ISD





Source:  http://www.turningpts.org/pdf/Word_splash2.doc





                 Word List


Argument 		Dispute


Skirmish		Fight


Battle			War


Victory		Complaint


Discontent		Disagreement


Revolt			Rebellion


Attack			Annoyance


Assault		Strife


Conflict		Scuffle


Uprising		Disorder





Calm			Unrest			Revolution


__________		__________		__________


__________		__________		__________


__________		__________		__________


__________		__________		__________


__________		__________		__________


__________		__________		__________


__________		__________		__________


__________		__________		__________
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