Circle Map


                                      Adapted from Thinking Maps

Symbolic Representations of Vocabulary
Concrete words can be taught using an object or showing a picture.
Pictowords are a symbolic representations of words or phrases that show their meaning.  For example, a pictoword of “crowded” might show the letters of the word very close together.

Shape Words - Draw a picture around the word that illustrates the meaning of the word.


Vocabutoons are cartoon representations of words or phrases that show their meaning.  

Teacher-Provided (from books that can be purchased) work on mnemonic principles by representing the words in the forms of thymes and humorous cartoons.  This method of learning vocabulary is very effective for visual and kinesthetic learners, since it provides visual images and word associations to help students remember the words and definitions. 

Student-Generated – Provide students with a list of vocabulary words and ask them to choose 5 new words that are difficult to remember. They then write the word, the definition, a cartoon, a caption, and a sample sentence using the word in context. 
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Write the concept in the center circle.





Brainstorm everything you know about the concept in the large circle.





Identify a perspective in one of the corners of the box.  In that area of the box, brainstorm thoughts about the concept from that perspective. 





Do the same with the other corners.
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