Lots of Things to Contemplate
GPISD Staff Development Department Newsletter: April 2009
Tip of the Month: Some of your students may be completely unaware of their learning progress (different from “grades”).  Some people simply don’t realize the milestones they’ve reached. You, as an educator, instinctively understand and clearly see their progress.  But look for individual opportunities to talk to students about their academic AND personal progress.  You might find a chance to celebrate success and create motivation for the rest of the journey.
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Mark your Calendar





Staff Development Waiver Hours are due April 3, 2009. See your Learning Team Coach if you have questions or concerns


NTA Follow up Session: Thursday, April 2nd Register online…





TAKS Waiver Week: April 15-17





Various TAKS Tests for certain grade levels/content areas: April 6 and April 28 thru May 1 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.gpisd.org/frontpage/documents/08_09AssessmentCalendar.pdf" ��http://www.gpisd.org/frontpage/documents/08_09AssessmentCalendar.pdf�





April 10th:  Make Up Snow Day. There will be school that day.





End of 5th Six Weeks: April 17th


�


TIME IS FLYING… We hope the remainder of your year is productive and memorable!





Teaching Tips by Spence Rogers


105 Ways to Increase Motivation & Learning


           (Sample Chapters)





1. Be authentic: Require Quality from Students


2. “Dignify, Dignify, Dignify”


3. Draw Positive Energy to Get Over The Hump


4. Explain the “why” for Instructional Decisions


5. Focus on Leadership


6. Greet Students as They Enter


7. Keep Students Emotionally Safe





Thought Provoking Quotes from Ruby Payne…


Author of A Framework for Understanding Poverty





“Discipline isn’t about change.  It is penance then forgiveness.”  Remember the root word for “discipline” is disciple.


“Family Structure affects attitudes about: cooperation, competition, authority, deception, and male identity.”


“Mothers are: resources, keepers of soul, and dispensers.”


“Mothers chastise, feed, and forgive.”


“We no longer have the same nuclear family in this country.”


“$350 PER PERSON in a family is adequate income.  We have families with FAR less income per person in the U.S.”














Check out the LTC Website:              


http://www.gpisd.org/departments/staffdev/LearningTeam/index.htm














