Lots of Things to Contemplate
(from your Learning Team Coaches)

GPISD Staff Development Department Newsletter: January/February 2009
Tip of the Month:     MID-YEAR IS A GREAT TIME FOR PRODUCTIVE REFLECTION…
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Mark your Calendar





New Teacher Academy Follow Up Sessions are offered each month (Next one February 3rd) Topic is Cooperative Learning(one of our most popular) 


 (Register online) 





End of 6 weeks: February 27th


Progress Reports due week of Feb. 9-13








TAKS Waiver Days  Feb.16-20 for secondary students that have previously passed TAKS test
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Procedures are like habits…


It takes 21 repetitive practices for an action to become a habit.  So classroom procedures should be practiced 21 times initially and then revisited from time to time as new students arrive and existing students forget.








Great Parental Tips to Pass On:





Standardized tests often measure comprehension by asking students to find the main idea. To help your child find the main idea Use the newspaper, Use Non Fiction, learn a new word every day, and Schedule a reading time every day while sometimes having your child read silently in “chunks”. 


Assure your child that stressing over the test is not the “key”.  Instead, they should first look the test over quickly, not be afraid to momentarily skip a question, and remember past tests that were successful to them.


Instead of asking the “age old” question of “what did you do in school today?” ask: What was the most important thing you learned in school today?…or What new assignment did you get today?


Just like workers in a job, students must be “equipped” to do their job, both at home and at school.  A “survival kit” often contains everything a child needs to make studying and learning easier.  A plastic pouch for keeping pens, pencils, etc.  A folder with a front and back pockets.  Extra notebook paper. An assignment planner


 








Laughter is the best medicine:  REASONS WHY THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE IS NOT EASY TO LEARN


The bandage was wound around the wound.                      I did not object to the object.


The farm was used to produce the produce.                     I had to subject the subject to a series of tests.


He must polish the Polish furniture.                                 They were too close to the door to close it.





Remember your campus “Bad Weather Call List” in case of bad weather during January and February





Upcoming Expectations…





Staff Development Waiver Hours will be due at the beginning of April.  Be calculating your accumulated hours and thinking of staff development you would like to register for online.  Remember that “waiver” should be chosen when registering online and that “waiver” is always “after contract time”.


TAKS time is upon us…are we READY?








