GPISD MISSION STATEMENT
We will ensure student success through engaging learning experiences, collaborative leadership, and
a focus on maximizing student achievement.

GPISD SECONDARY SCHOOL ACADEMIC HANDBOOK
The Secondary School Academic Handbook contains the graduation requirements, and the graduation plans
that are available to GPISD high school students. In addition, The Handbook highlights GPISD policies, rules
and regulations that apply to secondary school students. Most importantly, the Handbook offers the information
students will need to create four-year personal graduation plans (PGPs) designed to prepare students for their
futures including college, business or technical school, military service, the arts, immediate employment and
many others. The programs available in GPISD allow each student to choose a course of study that is best
suited to their individual needs, talents, and goals.

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
The Grand Prairie Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and
other designated youth groups.1 The following person(s) has been designated to handle inquiries regarding
the non-discrimination policies:
Title IX:
Dana Jackson
Chief of Support Services
2602 S. Belt Line Road
Grand Prairie, TX 75052-5344
(972)237-4000

Section 504/ADA:
Kimberly Wilson
Director
Special Services/504
2602 S. Belt Line Road
Grand Prairie, TX 75052-5344
(972)237-4000

All other nondiscrimination laws:
Linda Ellis
Superintendent
2602 S. Belt Line Road
Grand Prairie, TX 75052-5344
(972)237-4000

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY
GPISD, in accordance with FERPA (the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) restricts access to protected
student records as required by law. Student Directory Information will be released upon request without a
parent’s consent unless the parent elects to restrict directory information during online registration at the
beginning of each school year.

GPISD Disclaimer:
The contents of the Secondary School Academic Handbook are relevant to GPISD Policy (Legal and Local), Regulation and
Practice as of December 2021. For current information regarding district policy, please refer to the Grand Prairie Independent
School District website at www.gpisd.org.
Specific school-related questions should be directed to campus staff. When a parent or guardian has a question or concern, he
or she should contact the person who made the initial decision. After discussing the matter, if the concern continues, the
principal should be contacted.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS & PARENTS
SUCCESS IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS
Success in middle and high school requires planning and hard work. This section of the Secondary School Academic
Handbook is intended to answer many of the questions students and their parents have about planning for graduation and
the rules and procedures followed by schools in Grand Prairie Independent School District. Use this guide and the GPISD
Course Catalog to help select middle and high school courses. Many courses are required and there are also many
enjoyable and enriching electives. Choose your courses carefully, plan to work hard, and get involved in extracurricular and
community activities.

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR PERSONAL CONDUCT
GPISD expects students to exhibit a high degree of self-discipline and contribute to an educational climate that allows each
student to enjoy a healthy, safe, and positive learning experience. When necessary, disciplinary measures are used to
maintain order and promote appropriate behavior. Each campus may establish additional rules and regulations under
GPISD guidelines. Please refer to the Student Code of Conduct, Student Handbook, and online policy for information on
attendance and discipline. Both handbooks are available online in English and Spanish at www.gpisd.org.

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP
Parents play an influential role in helping their student plan, prepare and develop a plan for college and career.
Parents should encourage the development of the following skills/habits in their student:
● Good attendance
● A structured study routine
● Good time management and organizational skills
In addition, parents should:
● Become familiar with Xello. Information available in Xello includes the student’s four-year graduation plan and
graduation tracker as well as the course planning tool and college/career information.
● Visit the TEA Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills website (https://tea.texas.gov/academics/curriculumstandards/teks/texas-essential-knowledge-and-skills) to become familiar with the most current versions of the
state adopted TEKS.
● Encourage students to take Advanced Placement courses and dual credit courses to earn college credit while
still in high school.
Reference: Appendix A - College and Career Planning, Appendix B - GPISD Career and Technology Education Pathways,
Appendix C - GPISD High School Graduation Requirements, Appendix D - GPISD Advanced Placement and Dual Credit
Programs, and Appendix E - GPISD Parent/Student Forms

Students who are involved in after school (extracurricular) activities are often more successful in school. GPISD offers
clubs, teams, and other opportunities for learning academic and social skills, making friends, and developing leadership
skills. Parents should encourage their student to be involved in at least one extracurricular activity.

LEVELS OF INSTRUCTION
On-level – These core and elective courses use a variety of teaching strategies, student activities, and assessments. The
curriculum requires students to develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills as well as master core content. Courses
are taught on grade level.
Advanced Courses - Advanced courses are designed for students capable of performing at a level above their current grade
placement. Advanced classes offer a combination of acceleration, enrichment, and differentiation as students participate in
high level reading and more in-depth study. Due to the rigor and challenge of Advanced coursework, students receive
weighted grade points for high school credit courses. Students who enroll in Advanced courses and their parents must sign
and abide by the guidelines outlined in the AP/Advanced Contract. The AP/Advanced Contract is available in Appendix D

2

Advanced Placement – AP is designed for students capable of performing at the highest level. These courses offer students
a rigorous academic experience and the opportunity to earn college credit through AP exams administered each May.
Students who enroll in AP courses and their parents must sign and abide by the guidelines outlined in the AP/Advanced
Contract. The AP/Advanced Contract is available in Appendix D
Dual Credit – Dual Credit courses are rigorous, college-level courses for students who meet district and state eligibility
requirements. Courses offered for dual credit stem from agreements between the school district, universities and/or
community colleges whereby a high school student enrolls in a college course taught by a college professor and
simultaneously earns college credit and high school credit for the course. GPISD offers dual credit courses through
Dallas County Community College District (DCCCD), the University of Texas at Arlington (UTA), and the University of
Texas (OnRamps). Students may take dual credit courses as early as the ninth grade if they meet the academic eligibility
requirements. Academic dual credit courses are transferable to all Texas public colleges/universities. Credit is awarded at
the discretion of the receiving university, so it is important for students to check with the university of their choice.
Students in dual credit courses should be aware of all college/university deadline dates and the consequences for
dropping a course. For additional information, see the Dual Credit Handbook located in Appendix D.
Gifted and Talented – The secondary GT service model is a specific subject-matter aptitude model. Identified students in
grades 6-12 are served in one or more of the four core content areas of English language arts, math, science, and social
studies through Advanced Placement (AP) and Advanced classes. AP/Advanced curricula are differentiated to meet the
unique needs of gifted learners. Teachers who provide instruction for Advanced courses and AP courses are required to
received 30 hours of basic training (and subsequently 6 hours of update training annually) in the education of the gifted to
meet the needs of gifted students in advanced courses. The AP/Advanced Contract is available in Appendix D
Gifted and Talented Education: https://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Special_Student_Populations/Gifted_and_Talented_Education

STANDARDIZED TESTING
Standardized tests are administered periodically to all students to evaluate knowledge gained over a given period of time
and to assess the effectiveness of the curriculum.
State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR)
The Texas Education Agency has established the following state-mandated tests for all students:
Grade 6:
STAAR (State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness): Math and Reading
Grade 7:
STAAR: Math, Reading and Writing
Grade 8:
STAAR: Math, Reading, Social Studies and Science
Students entering 9th grade during the 2011-2012 school year and beyond will take STAAR End-of-Course (EOC)
assessments in the following subjects:
English I
English II
Algebra I
Biology
U.S. History
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STAAR EOC exams will be required for students with credits earned prior to enrollment in GPISD or credits earned via alternate
means such as Credit by Exam, Correspondence Courses, Distance Learning, etc. according to the following flow chart:
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The Texas English Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS) is designed to assess the progress that English Learners
(ELs) make in learning the English language.
PSAT 8/9
The PSAT 8/9 test is scheduled during the month of October or November and is administered to students during the school
day. The PSAT 8/9 provides insight into students’ academic progress and equips educators with tools they can use to make
informed decisions in the classroom. It covers critical reading, writing, and math skills, and can be a valuable predictor for
success in future advanced level courses, for future PSAT and SAT scores, and for success in the transition into high
school. The PSAT 8/9 establishes a baseline measurement of college and career readiness as students enter high school.
It gives students an opportunity to preview the SAT, PSAT 10, NMSQT and connects them to AP courses. Along with their
score reports, participating students receive College Board and Khan Academy® accounts that provide access to free,
personalized study recommendations online. In partnership with the College Board, GPISD administers the PSAT 8/9 exam
to all eighth graders to develop early college-readiness behaviors and skills. The PSAT 8/9 exam is available for interested
ninth graders. For more information, visit the College Board website: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9
Registration:
Type:

Automatic for 8th graders (handled through the campus testing coordinator)
No cost for 8th grade students
Minimal fee for 9th graders
Three timed sections

PSAT National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
The PSAT/NMSQT is scheduled the third week of every October and is administered to 10th and 11th grade students during
the school day. For participating juniors, this practice test for the SAT is also the qualifying exam for the National Merit
Scholarship Program, the National Hispanic Recognition Program, and the National Achievement Award for African
American students. It covers critical reading, writing, and math skills, and can be a valuable predictor for success in higherlevel courses, for future SAT scores, and for success in college. In partnership with the College Board, GPISD tests all
sophomores with the PSAT, giving students an important opportunity to develop early college-readiness behaviors and
skills. Along with their score reports, participating students receive College Board and Khan Academy® accounts that
provide access to free, personalized study recommendations online. For more information visit the College Board website:
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
Registration:
Type:
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Automatic for sophomores (handled through the campus testing coordinator)
Juniors must register through the campus testing coordinator
Minimal fee for juniors
Five timed sections

Understanding Your PSAT Score
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SAT Reasoning Test (College Entrance Exam)
The SAT Reasoning Test is one of two college entrance exams required by most colleges and universities. In partnership
with the College Board, GPISD tests all juniors with the SAT during the school day in the spring, giving all GPISD students
an important opportunity to demonstrate college-readiness skills. The new SAT tests reading, writing and language, and
math reasoning skills and includes an optional essay section. The overall score scale ranges from 400 to 1600 with a scale
ranging from 200 to 800 for Evidence-Based Reading and Writing; 200 to 800 for Math; 2 to 8 on each of three dimensions
for Essay. (Essay results are reported separately.) Along with their score reports, participating students receive College
Board and Khan Academy® accounts that provide access to free, personalized study recommendations online. Students
can also register to take the SAT on a Saturday (approximately 7 times throughout the year). Registration with the College
Board is required about six weeks in advance.
For more information on the new SAT, visit:
https://sat.collegeboard.org/home
Registration:

School Day SAT - Automatic for juniors (handled through the campus testing
coordinator)
No cost for juniors taking the school day SAT
Saturday SAT - By mail or online at https://sat.collegeboard.org/register/
Fee waivers are available for students
who qualify. See your counselor for
more information.
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ACT (College Entrance Exam)
The ACT is one of two college entrance exams required by most colleges and universities. The ACT tests skills in English,
math, science, and reading. There is also a 30-minute essay test available for an extra charge. Scores range from 1 to 36
on each section. Scores are combined into a composite score which also ranges from 1 to 36. The ACT is administered
on Saturdays approximately 6 times per year. Registration with ACT is required approximately six weeks in advance.
Registration:

By mail or online at www.actstudent.org
Fee waivers are available for students
who qualify. See your counselor for
more information.

AP – Advanced Placement Exams
The College Board AP Exams are administered each year during the first two weeks of May during the school day. Each
exam is approximately three hours and covers college-level content in a specific course. Individual tests may vary in format,
but generally consist of both multiple choice and essay questions. Foreign language exams include a speaking and listening
section. Scores range from 1-5, with most colleges awarding credit for scores of 3 or higher. Registration and information
about AP exams are communicated by each campus AP coordinator. For additional information visit the AP Central website:
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/home
Registration:

November (Fall semester and year-long courses)
March (Spring semester courses)
See campus AP coordinator
Fee waivers are available for
students who qualify. See your AP
coordinator for more information.

COLLEGE READINESS STANDARD
Students have several opportunities to prove they are ready for college. The information below outlines the statemandated college-readiness scores. (Scores are based on testing standard at the time of production of this document.)
For current information, visit http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/index.cfm?objectid=BCA1DEF2-02B0-B3FB5A72BD7F7FB2448E.
SAT
The SAT college and career readiness benchmarks are a set of benchmark scores for each SAT section. Students whose
scores meet both the evidence-based reading / writing and math benchmarks are considered college and career ready.
For more information, visit College Readiness Benchmark Scores
Assessment / Grade Level

PSAT 8

PSAT 9

PSAT 10

PSAT 11

SAT

Evidence-Based Reading and Writing

390

410

430

460

480

Math

430

450

480

510

530

Score Ranges on Point Scale

120-720

120-720

160-760

160-760

200-800

ACT
● Composite score: 23 with a minimum of 19 on each English and Math section
TSIA 2.0
The TSI Assessment 2.0 (TSIA2) is part of the Texas Success Initiative Program designed to help colleges and universities
determine if a student is ready for college-level course work in the areas of reading, writing, and mathematics. An incoming
college student in Texas is required to take the TSI assessment to determine the student’s readiness for college-level work
unless the student is already exempt (read below). Based on TSI scores, a student may either be enrolled in a college-level
course and/or be placed in the appropriate developmental course or intervention to improve skills and prepare for success
in college-level courses. For more information, visit: Texas Success Initiative
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ELAR: A score in the range of 945–990 on the ELAR CRC
Test and a score of at least 5 on the Essay Test or an
ELAR CRC Test score below 945 and an ELAR
Diagnostic Test score of 5 or 6 and an Essay Test score of
5 or higher.

Mathematics: A score in the range of 950–990 on the
Mathematics CRC Test or a Mathematics CRC Test score
below 950 and a Mathematics Diagnostic Test score of 6.

Prior to high school graduation, students must demonstrate the college readiness standard, or they will be provided the
opportunity to take courses to prepare them to meet the standard. TSIA 2 Study Resources
Texas College Bridge
With Texas College Bridge, high school juniors and seniors can take online college preparatory courses, strengthening
their English and math skills prior to enrolling in college and setting them on a path to postsecondary success. Texas
College Bridge courses are personalized, self-paced and teacher facilitated—allowing students to focus on skills they
need and skip those they have already mastered, with teacher support along the way. Students receive additional support
and resources to help them complete college transition milestones. Plus, they can earn a TSI exemption at more than 40
partnering colleges and universities across Texas.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE (UIL)
To be eligible under the no-pass, no-play rule, students must be passing with a minimum grade of 70 in ALL courses
(except advanced classes that can be exempted). A list of course that can be exempted is available in Appendix D
Suspension of Eligibility for Extracurricular Activities
Any student with a failing nine-weeks grade will be suspended from competition. Some courses are exempt from this rule.
● Refer to GPISD policy FM (LEGAL) on the GPISD website
● Students lose eligibility for a three-week period/15 class days
● Ineligible students must wait seven calendar days after the three-week evaluation and grading period to
regain eligibility
● Credit by examination shall not be used to gain eligibility for participation in extracurricular activities
●
Students must apply to receive a one-time waiver per semester for failing one of the exempted courses
provided the failing grade is a 60 or better
The waiver for the first semester applies to grades for the first and second 9-week periods; the waiver for second semester
applies to the third and fourth 9-week grading periods. A list of eligible courses is available in Appendix D

Activities that support course work include language clubs, journalism, debate, theatre arts, band, orchestra, choir, and
career clubs. Student athletes can further their development by participating in University Interscholastic League (UIL)
sports. For high school: football, volleyball, cross-country, golf, tennis, swimming, basketball, baseball, softball, wrestling,
soccer and track and field. For middle school: football, volleyball, basketball, and track and field. Sixth grade students cannot
participate in UIL activities.
A student must be enrolled for at least four hours per day in state approved or local credit classes to be considered in
membership for one full day (19 TAC §129.21[h]). Students who are in classes more than four hours some days and less
than four hours on other days are considered “full-time” if they spend an average of four hours per day in class for a fiveday school week (e.g. Block Schedules, Dual Credit)
Refer to the University Interscholastic League website for complete information.

COLLEGE-BOUND STUDENT ATHLETES
Students interested in continuing as student athletes in college should become familiar with eligibility standards at the
college level. Information is available through the various organizations that monitor post-secondary sports. Some of the
most common organizations include National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA,) National Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics (NAIA,) and National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA.)
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Current information is available at the organization websites:
National Collegiate Athletic Association
● NCAA Eligibility Center
● NCAA Eligibility Checklist
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
● NAIA Eligibility Center
● NAIA Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete
National Junior College Athletic Association
● NJCAA Student-Athlete Eligibility
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ACHIEVING SUCCESS
Student grades will be based on a numerical scale of 0-100. A grade of 70 or above is considered passing. If a student
takes a course on a pass/fail basis, a minimum grade of 70 is required for a passing grade, which is denoted with a ‘P’.

GRADING SYSTEM
Grading and reporting student progress are intended to help increase student achievement. An effective grading system
allows an educator to clearly communicate student progress toward predefined curriculum standards in a way that is
equitable, accurate, and useful. GPISD grading procedures are available on each campus and on the district’s website.
The parents and the school share responsibility for helping students succeed. Each school will provide alternative programs
for students having difficulties, including individualized instruction, tutorial support, and mentoring. Parents may and are
encouraged to request conferences with teachers, counselors, and/or administrators concerning their child’s academic
progress. A student will not be permitted to retake a course for a higher grade once the student has met the minimum
passing standard of the course.
Grades are reported on a numerical basis unless otherwise noted. To demonstrate mastery of the TEKS and receive high
school credit for a course, a student must maintain an average of 70 or above. The grading scale is as follows:
A = 90 - 100
B = 80 - 89
C = 70 - 79
F = Below 70
Courses receiving numeric grades and included in grade point calculations include:
● Courses taken for the first time in a traditional classroom setting with face-to-face instruction
● Courses taken for the first time through a preapproved online provider*
● Credit by examination (CBE) for courses other than Spanish*
● Credit recovery courses taken through face-to-face teacher instruction*
● Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN) distance learning*
● High school courses taken while in middle school
According to district grading policies, any grade below a C is considered failing. Therefore, if a student earns a D in a dual credit course, he/she
may receive college credit but will not receive high school credit unless the student takes an appropriate alternate semester course and
averages a 70 for the same school year. Failure to earn credit for a required course would result in the student having to retake the high school
equivalent course. Dual Credit Handbook is available in Appendix D

Credits earned through pass/fail grading and not included in grade point calculations include:
● Correspondence courses*
● Spanish credit by examination (CBE)*
● Online credit recovery*
*To receive GPISD credit, district and campus preapproval is required for courses taken outside of the school day. Students should see their
school counselor when considering credit options outside of GPISD including concurrent enrollment in college courses.

TRANSFER GRADES
By 2023, courses with the name Pre-AP will not receive weighted GPA points if the transferred course is on the official
College Board Pre-AP Ledger. *All schools that receive the Official Pre-AP Designation will be added to the official
College Board Pre-AP Ledger, along with the courses offered.
Resource link:
https://pre-ap.collegeboard.org/courses/courseaudit
•
•
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Districts have now designated formerly Pre-AP courses to Advanced or Honors courses. If the Honors course
description is equivalent to a GPISD offered Advanced course, the weighted points will be acknowledged.
Beginning Fall 2020, school counselors will verify College Board Pre-AP designation of transfer courses by calling
the previous campus. If the previous school receives the official Pre-AP designation, the course will be transferred to
GPISD as a course that carries on-level GPA points.

There are times when students enroll in Grand Prairie ISD with semester grades less than 70 but with credit awarded from
the previous school. In those instances, GPISD will honor the earned credits, but will give a grade of 70 on the student’s
transcript in-order-to align with the district’s policy on earning credits.
When students transfer to GPISD from a school that gives letter grades, a uniform grading system for translating letter
grades are used in all secondary schools.
A+ = 98
A = 95
A - = 90

B+ = 88
B = 85
B - = 80

C+ = 78
C = 75
C - = 70

D = 65

F = 65

Failing/No credit earned for a “D” or “F”, unless “D” was a passing grade in the previous district.
GRADING POLICIES FOR STUDENTS ENROLLING IN COURSES WITHOUT COURSE TRANSFER GRADES
If a secondary student enrolls in a course (including Advanced/AP courses) after the first grading term* of a semester with
no withdrawal records from a previous school or enrolls in a course without a transfer grade, the academic dean will
instruct the teacher to enter ## in the grade book for the missed grading period. The campus has the option to administer
a district assessment to determine the level of intervention needed for the course. If the assessment is given, the
academic dean will instruct the teacher to enter P or F (pass or fail) instead of the ## in the grade book. This excludes
semester exam grades and first or second semester grades. The student’s grade for the semester will be the average of
the grades earned from the date of enrollment. *This includes enrollment after the first 10 days of a semester
Students enrolling without records during the semester exam window must have a student/parent conference with the
campus principal or dean to be informed that no credit will be awarded for the current semester.

REPORT CARDS AND PROGRESS REPORTS
The district will release via Skyward Family Access all secondary report cards and progress reports to parents. Parents may
request a hard copy from the student’s campus. Progress reports are mailed at the mid-point of the grading period and
report cards are mailed at the end of each grading period when a student’s grade average is 73 or below in any course. Not
receiving an unsatisfactory progress report does not guarantee a passing grade because a teacher cannot always foresee
problems that might occur at the end of the reporting period.
Report cards provide clear and concise information about a student’s academic performance and promote communication
among teachers, students, and parents about the student’s personal development, conduct and work habits. The report
card also provides information for employers, colleges and other post-secondary institutions. Numerical scores for each
secondary course are based on performance on examinations, essays, papers, presentations, performances, projects, or
other measures appropriate to the subject matter. Scores may also be given for class work, homework, and class
participation. Grades reflect mastery of the TEKS only and are not based on discipline, attendance, number of times tardy,
or participation in extracurricular activities or other non-academic criteria.
●

●

●
●
●

12

The middle school report card reports a numerical average each nine weeks for each course. At the end of the year,
the nine weeks’ grades are averaged to give the student a course average. The report card also includes the number
of absences a student has accumulated. Absences are semester-based for semester courses; absences are yearbased for yearlong courses.
The high school report card includes the numerical average for the grading period, each nine weeks, plus the
number of absences a student has accumulated. Absences are semester-based. The final report card includes a
summary of each of the nine-week period and semester grades, as well as total absences. The two nine weeks’
grades and the semester examination grade are averaged to give a semester numerical average for each semester
course.
The report card reflects progress for a point in time. The cumulative grade point average is reflective of all completed
high school credit courses, including grades earned in high school courses prior to grade 9, through the given
reporting semester.
Nine-weeks grades for courses in progress are NOT included in the cumulative grade point average.
Grade point average for first time 9th graders will not be calculated until October of the 10th-grade year.

RETENTION AND PROMOTION
Middle School Grade Promotion
In grades 6–8, students shall be promoted who score 70 or above in three of the following areas: reading, language arts,
mathematics, science, and social studies. For other students, the principal shall decide whether to promote or retain each
student individually after consulting with the student’s teachers based on the following:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Mastery of grade-level essential knowledge and skills
Previous retentions
Chronological age
Maturational development
Attendance record
Experiential background
Estimation of the student’s ability and achievement
The student’s motivation and attitude
Any other factor the principal considers important

Student Success Initiative: Enacted by the 76th Texas Legislature (1999), the Student Success Initiative (SSI) mandated –
with limited exceptions – that students will be required to pass STAAR, if the student is enrolled in a Texas public school on
any day between January 1 and April 15 and is a Texas Resident during the week that the STAAR is administered the first
time.
•
•

To be promoted to grade 6, students enrolled in grade 5 must perform satisfactorily on the mathematics and reading
sections of the grade 5 assessments in English or Spanish.
To be promoted to grade 9, students enrolled in grade 8 must perform satisfactorily on the mathematics and reading
sections of the grade 8 assessments in English.

As specified by these requirements, a student may advance to the next grade only by passing these tests or by unanimous
decision of his or her grade placement committee that the student is likely to perform at grade level after accelerated
instruction. The goal of the SSI is to support on grade level academic achievement for every student. Students in grades 38 who fail any state required assessment might be required to complete accelerated instruction in the subject not passed
as a condition of promotion. If a campus or grade placement committee requires accelerated instruction, the student shall
not be promoted unless the student completes the required accelerated instruction.
House Bill 4545
House Bill 4545 recently passed in the 87th Regular Legislative Session. HB 4545 establishes new requirements for
supplemental accelerated instruction for students who do not pass the State of Texas Assessments of Academic
Readiness (STAAR®). The new statute is effective, as of June 16, 2021, with supplemental accelerated instruction
practices required during the 2021-2022 school year for all students, based on STAAR results from Spring 2021.
HB 4545 requires Texas school districts to implement at a minimum supplemental accelerated instruction, an accelerated
learning committee, and modified teacher assignments based on the following requirements:
• Elimination of grade retention and retesting requirements in grades 5 and 8.
• For any student who does not pass the STAAR test in grade 3, 5, or 8 in math or reading, an accelerated learning
•

committee must develop an individual educational plan for the student and monitor progress.
For any student who does not pass the STAAR test in grades 3–8 or STAAR end-of-course (EOC) assessments,
clarification of prior supplemental accelerated instruction requirements, specifying that it must include either:
• Being assigned a classroom teacher who is a certified master, exemplary, or recognized teacher or
• Receiving supplemental instruction (tutoring) before or after school or embedded in the school day.
Provide supplemental accelerated instruction beginning in the Fall of 2021 for any student who did
not perform satisfactorily on the STAAR grades 3-8 or STAAR EOC assessments. Supplemental
accelerated instruction entails:
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§
§

assigning a classroom teacher who is a certified master, exemplary, or recognized teacher or
delivering supplemental instruction (e.g., tutoring) before or after school, or embedded in the
school day and meeting HB 4545 requirements.
Establish Accelerated Learning Committees before the start of the school year: For students
who did not perform satisfactorily on the STAAR assessment in grades 3,5, or 8 math and/or
reading.

House Bill 4545 FAQs
High School Grade Level Classification
Promotion, grade-level advancement, and course credit shall be based on mastery of the TEKS. Grade-level advancement
for students in grades 9-12 shall be determined by course credits.
Grade Classification
●
9th grade requires a minimum of 0 - 5.0 credits
● 10th grade requires a minimum of 5.5 credits
● 11th grade requires a minimum of 12.0 credits
● 12th grade requires a minimum of 19.0 credits

GPISD WEIGHTED GRADING SCALE
GPISD’s weighted grading scale is a three-tier system. Beginning with the 2013-14 school year, the weighted grade point
system will apply to all students enrolled in the District. (EIC LOCAL)
90–100
80–89
70–79
Below 70

AP/Dual Credit
5
4
3
0

Advanced
4.5
3.5
2.5
0

On-Level
4
3
2
0

Please see middle school campus counselors for a complete list of high school credit classes offered in middle school.
Grades and credits transferred from other districts and noted on the student’s Academic Achievement Record are counted
the same as they would be if the credits had been earned in the district; however, no weighted credit will be granted for
courses taken in other districts unless similar credit is available to students in the Grand Prairie ISD. Credits from
correspondence courses, Spanish credit by exam, and online credit recovery do not receive grade points. Credits from
these sources will be designated as pass/fail.

CLASS RANK
Class rank will be determined by students' weighted grade point averages. Class rankings are determined at the end of the
first semester of the senior year for the express purpose of identifying summa cum laude, magna cum laude, and cum laude.
The official rank and grade point average will be posted on the transcript upon graduation and will be inclusive of all grades
through the end of the final semester.
Class rank is based on a student’s cumulative grade point average (GPA) and is first calculated during the first semester
after a student’s ninth grade year. In Grand Prairie ISD, class rank is posted to transcripts of students in grades 10 through
12 three times each school year – October, end of January or beginning of February, and June.
Middle school students who take high school courses shall have the grade points reflective of successful completion of the
high school course(s) included in their high school cumulative grade point average. Courses taken for high school credit at
the middle school level will carry the same weight for averaging semester grades as those taught at the high school campus.
Credits earned on a pass/fail basis are not used to calculate the cumulative GPA.
For purposes of admission to a general academic teaching institution, rank in class will be computed for students in grades
10 - 12 who complete all state regular content requirements. Students must graduate with the Distinguished Level of
Achievement to be eligible for automatic admission to a Texas four-year college or university under the Top 10% rule and
to be eligible for the TEXAS Grant.
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VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN
The student with the highest grade point average in a graduating class is named valedictorian. After the valedictorian is
designated, the person who ranks second will be designated salutatorian. To be considered for valedictorian and
salutatorian, a student must have been in continuous enrollment in the district for three semesters immediately
preceding graduation and must graduate under the Distinguished Level of Achievement. GPA is calculated after
progress report grades for the final nine-weeks term have been reported to students/parents. However, the highestranking graduate will be officially named at the end of the final semester.
Should a tie exist for valedictorian after all the class ranks are computed, the following procedures will be followed:
●
●

Add 10 points to the numerical grade(s) for each Advanced course, Advanced Placement course, and/or Dual Credit
course
Average the numerical grades of the student’s courses

If at this point a tie still exists, the school shall declare two valedictorians.

HONOR GRADUATES
Summa Cum Laude
Designation will be granted to students whose GPA is 4.2 or higher and who have met the requirements to
graduate with a Distinguished Level of Achievement. GPA is calculated at the end of the first semester.
Magna Cum Laude
Designation will be granted to students whose GPA is between 3.8 and 4.199 and who have met the
requirements to graduate with a Distinguished Level of Achievement. GPA is calculated at the end of the
first semester.
Cum Laude
Designation will be granted to students whose GPA is between 3.5 and 3.799 and who have met the
requirements to graduate with a Distinguished Level of Achievement. GPA is calculated at the end of the
first semester.

GRADUATION CEREMONIES
To be eligible to participate in the graduation ceremonies and receive a diploma from GPISD, the student must have
satisfactorily completed all coursework for graduation and satisfied all state testing requirements.
Note: Any student enrolling during the spring semester of his/her senior year but before the fourth nine-week grading period
will be allowed to participate in the graduation ceremonies and receive a diploma from GPISD but will NOT be included in rank
for the GPISD campus.
A student enrolling in the district during the fourth nine weeks of his/her senior year will receive appropriate curriculum credit
from GPISD for the time enrolled but would fall under the jurisdiction of the preceding school district of enrollment for the
purposes of graduation and diploma award.

EARLY GRADUATES
A parent is entitled to request, with the expectation that the request will not be unreasonably denied, that the student be
permitted to graduate from high school earlier than the student would normally graduate. To graduate early, a student must:
●
Show satisfactory mastery of high school academic skills and concepts
●
Meet the state testing requirements
●
Complete 26 credits to include all Foundation High School Plan (FHSP) requirements plus the
requirements for at least one endorsement including the additional math and science credits
●
Complete the additional graduation requirements outlined by HB5 and the Texas Administrative Code:
●

●
●
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Demonstrated proficiency, as determined by GPISD, in delivering clear verbal messages; choosing effective nonverbal
behaviors; listening for desired results; applying valid critical-thinking and problem-solving processes; and identifying,
analyzing, developing, and evaluating communication skills needed for professional and social success in interpersonal
situations, group interactions, and personal and professional presentations.
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) training
Instruction on Proper Interaction with Peace Officers

Students seeking graduation in fewer than 4 years must confer with their school counselor and submit a GPISD Early
Graduation Application. Early Graduation Applications will not be considered the semester for which graduation is
requested.
Upon approval of the early graduation application, the student will be reclassified as a senior at semester if the student
• Meets the minimum credit requirements for grade level reclassification
• Shows evidence of course completion probability for their intended graduation plan
Additional considerations:
Students who plan to leave high school early to enroll in college full time after spending three years or less in grades 9
through 12 usually can participate in the National Merit Program if they take the PSAT/NMSQT before they finish high
school.
EXAMPLE
To enter the competition for awards offered in 2023, these students must be in either the next-to-last or the last year of
high school when they take the 2021 PSAT/NMSQT:
a. if students are in the 11th grade year of high school when they take the 2021 PSAT/NMSQT, awards will be offered as
they are finishing their last year of high school; or
b. if students are in their 12th grade year of high school when they take the 2021 PSAT/NMSQT, awards will be offered the
year after they have completed high school.
A student who completes the high school program requirements in fewer than four years shall be ranked with the class in
which he or she graduates. Early Graduation Application is available in Appendix E

TRANSFER OF COURSES AND GRADES
Transfers from Accredited Schools
For this policy, “accredited” shall be defined by the Texas Education Agency through the Texas Education Directory at
http://mansfield.tea.state.tx.us/tea.askted.web/Forms/Home.aspx. The district shall accept all credits earned toward state
graduation requirements by students in accredited Texas school districts, including credits earned in accredited summer
school programs. (Summer school grades will be entered as numerical grades.) Credits earned in local credit courses will
not be transferred.
Credits are accepted from private schools whose curriculum has been accredited by TEA or an equivalent agency from
another state. Evidence must be provided by the parent/guardian for private schools accredited through an agency
equivalent to TEA in another state.
Student records from non-Texas public schools (i.e., private, out of state or out of country) will be evaluated for transfer of
credit. Credit will be awarded provided the curriculum of the course is aligned with Texas Essential Knowledge & Skills
(TEKS). Upon request from the high school dean or counselor, a course syllabus may be required from the sending
school to evaluate alignment with TEKS. If there is not a course with comparable TEKS, then credit cannot be granted for
that course. Questions for out-of-state and out-of-country credits should be directed to Counseling Services.
Transfers from Unaccredited Schools
Students with records from non-Texas public schools or schools not accredited by the state of Texas and those not able to
provide evidence of accreditation through an agency equivalent to TEA in another state must validate their credits to be
counted toward graduation requirements. The scheduling of these assessments will be addressed during the student’s
enrollment process at the campus.
The campus counselor and district Assessment personnel will complete the Online GPISD Credit Validation Process Form. A copy of this
document is to be placed in the student’s AAR and the counselor’s binder.

GPISD has no authority in determining how receiving districts will evaluate courses for transfer when students withdraw
from GPISD to attend another secondary institution.

CLASSIFICATION OF STUDENTS ENTERING FROM OUTSIDE OF THE DISTRICT
(Grade level placement)

When a student transfers after a semester or full year is completed, the receiving district must honor credits already
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awarded by the sending Texas public district or charter (19 TAC §74.26(a)(1)), including high school courses completed
prior to grade 9.
Students without records or those entering a GPISD high school from non-accredited public, private, or parochial schools,
including home schools, shall be placed in the 9th grade until credits are received and verified. Classification will be
updated upon confirmation of credits.
GPISD grading scales and GPA standards will be applied to course credits and grades transferring from out-ofdistrict institutions. GPISD will average semester grades for approved transfer courses taken during the same
school year according to GPISD grading policy. Grade classification in grades 9 – 12 will be determined by total
credits earned.
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ACADEMIC AND CAREER PLANNING
Academic and career planning is an ongoing process for students in GPISD. Counselors present guidance and careerplanning activities to students in grades 6-12.
Resources available in Appendix A - College and Career Planning and Appendix C - High School Graduation Requirements

HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPTS
The high school transcript is an official and permanent record of a student's academic performance during high school and,
in some cases, of high school courses completed prior to high school (TEC §28.025(e). Transcript entries may not be altered
or removed except to correct errors.
Current students may request copies of their high school transcripts for college and/or scholarship applications by submitting
requests in Xello. Please contact the campus registrar for more information.
Former students may request records including transcripts through the GPISD Records Office.
https://gpisdtx.scriborder.com/
Distance learning courses are generally electronic courses in which:
● Instruction and content are delivered primarily over the Internet
● A student and teacher are in different locations during most of the student’s instructional period
● Most instructional activities take place in an online environment
● The online instructional activities are integral to the academic program
● Extensive communication between a student and a teacher and among students is emphasized
● A student is not required to be located on the physical premises of the District
Correspondence courses may be courses in which:
● Instructional materials are delivered by mail or electronic transmission
● Communication between the instructor and the student is limited
● Courses are typically self-paced
● A student’s high school counselor must supervise the final exam
● A student is not required to be located on the physical premises of the District

Credit toward state graduation requirements may be granted for distance learning and correspondence courses. Credits
may be earned only as follows:
● The institution offering the correspondence course is The University of Texas at Austin or Texas Tech University
● Students may earn course credit through distance learning technologies, such as satellite, Internet, two-way videoconferencing, online courses, the Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN) per our school board policy (EHDD
http://tinyurl.com/EHDDtxvsn ), and instructional television
● The distance learning and correspondence courses must include the state-required essential knowledge and skills
for such a course and be provided by a TEA accredited institution
Prior to enrollment in distance learning or correspondence courses, students shall make a written request to the principal
or designee for approval to enroll in the course. Students shall not be awarded credit toward graduation if approval
was not granted prior to enrollment.
All resident high school students shall be eligible to take distance learning or correspondence courses.
● Grades earned through distance learning courses shall be used in computing class ranking and will be posted as a
numeric grade.
● Students may be enrolled in only one correspondence course at a time and may earn a maximum of two credits
through correspondence courses toward graduation. Seniors who are enrolled in correspondence courses to earn
units required for graduation shall complete the course and submit the grade for recording at least thirty days prior
to graduation date to be eligible for graduation at the end of the term. Grades earned through correspondence
courses shall not be used in computing class rankings and will be posted as pass/fail.

CREDIT BY EXAM 19 TAC §74.24
Students may use credit by examination to demonstrate mastery in any subject and to earn credit in any academic course
at the secondary level, with the prior approval of the appropriate administrator. Such examinations shall assess the
student’s mastery of the essential knowledge and skills and shall be approved by the principal or designee. The university
(University of Texas at Austin or Texas Tech University) supplying the test determines the cost of each exam (approximately
$50).
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A student may not attempt a CBE for the same course more than two times.
If a student fails to earn credit by examination for a specific high school course before the beginning of the
school year in which the student would ordinarily be required to enroll in that course in accordance with the
school district's prescribed course sequence, the student must satisfactorily complete the course to receive
credit.
In accordance with local district policy, a student in grades 6-12 may be given credit for an academic subject in which he/she
had some prior instruction if the student scores 70% on a criterion-referenced test.
On approval of the attendance committee, a student who has excessive absences may be permitted to earn or regain
course credit through credit by examination.
Credit by examination shall not be used to gain eligibility for participation in extracurricular activities.

TYPES OF TESTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT
Credit Validation – test to validate credit for students enrolling from a home school, non-accredited private school, out of
country, or with no school records
Credit Recovery – student has failed a subject and is trying to regain credit (credit by exam – please see registration window)
Credit Acceleration – student is trying to accelerate a grade or subject. Test must be taken PRIOR to that grade or subject. (credit by
exam – please see https://www.gpisd.org/Page/37003)

DUAL CREDIT ENROLLMENT
Dual credit courses are offered to high school students by colleges and universities for both high school and college credit.
A student may take preapproved college and university classes for credit (one-half unit increments) toward high school
graduation. The student must be enrolled as a full-time student in GPISD and must obtain written permission from
principal or designee prior to college enrollment. Students are responsible for arranging to take the appropriate
placement tests as required by college. Appropriate placement tests may include SAT, ACT, TSI or STAAR EOC. All
expenses for college enrollment, textbooks, and course work are the responsibility of the student only if taken outside of the
regular school day.
Credit for successfully completed college course(s) shall be earned in one-half unit increments. Students receive weighted
grade points for completing approved dual credit courses.
The student is responsible for verifying transferability of course credit to a college/university of his/her choice as some
universities may not accept course credit from community colleges or other universities.
Complete information is available at https://www.gpisd.org/DualCredit

ELIGIBILITY FOR AUTOMATIC COLLEGE ADMISSION
In accordance with Texas Education Code (TEC), §51.803, a student is eligible for automatic admission to a college or
university as an undergraduate student if the applicant earned a grade point average in the top 10 percent of the student's
high school graduating class or in the percentage of qualified applicants who are likely to be offered admission to the
University of Texas at Austin*, and if the applicant:
(1) earned the distinguished level of achievement under the Foundation High School Program; or
(2) satisfied ACT's College Readiness Benchmarks on the ACT assessment or earned on the SAT assessment a
score of at least 1,500 out of 2,400 or the equivalent.
High school rank for students seeking automatic admission to a general academic teaching institution is determined and
reported as follows.
(1) Class rank shall be based on the end of the 11th grade, middle of the 12th grade, or at high school graduation,
whichever is most recent at the application deadline.
(2) The top 10 percent of a high school class shall not contain more than 10 percent of the total class size.
(3) The student's rank shall be reported by the applicant's high school or school district as a specific number out
of total class size.
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(4) Class rank shall be determined by the school or school district from which the student graduated or is
expected to graduate. (TAC §5.5(e))
A student is considered to have satisfied the course requirements if the student completed the portion of the distinguished
level of achievement under the Foundation High School Program that was available to the student but was unable to
complete the remainder of the coursework because courses were unavailable due to circumstances not within the
student's control.
To qualify for automatic admission an applicant must:
(1) submit an application before the deadline established by the college or university to which the student seeks
admission; and
(2) provide a high school transcript or diploma that indicates whether the student has satisfied or is on schedule to
satisfy the requirements of the distinguished level of achievement under the Foundation High School Program or
the portion of the requirements that was available to the student
Colleges and universities are required to admit an applicant for admission as an undergraduate student if the applicant is
the child of a public servant who was killed or sustained a fatal injury in the line of duty and meets the minimum requirements,
if any, established by the governing board of the college or university for high school or prior college level grade point
average and performance on standardized tests. Eligibility information is available in Appendix E
* The University of Texas at Austin (UT) is not required to automatically admit applicants in excess of 75% of its
enrollment capacity for first-time resident undergraduate students. Should the number of applicants who qualify for
automatic admission exceed 75% of enrollment capacity, UT shall provide notice of the percentage of qualified applicants
who are anticipated to be offered admission.
Additional Resources
For the complete text of this statute, please refer to the Texas Education Code (TEC), §51.803, available online at
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.51.htm#51.803.
For questions and most current information related to the Automatic Admission Policy, please visit the Texas Education
Agency’s Automatic College Admission webpage at http://tea.texas.gov/index2.aspx?id=2147485632.
A list of state colleges and universities appears in TEC §61.003(3), general academic teaching institutions, which is
available online at http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.61.htm#61.003.

ELIGIBILITY FOR the TEXAS GRANT PROGRAM
Program Purpose
The Texas Legislature established the TEXAS (Toward EXcellence, Access and Success) Grant to make sure that wellprepared high school graduates with financial need could go to college.

Application Process
Students apply when they complete and submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or Texas
Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA). Funding is limited, so students need to submit their applications as soon as
possible after October 1st. The financial aid office at each college and university will determine eligibility.
The private school certification forms are located at www.thecb.state.tx.us/UniformAdmissions on the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board (THECB) website.

Additional Information
●

Eligibility for this program is determined by the financial aid office at participating colleges and
universities. Contact the financial aid office for additional information on eligibility or availability of funds.

●

To read more about this program check out:
Texas Education Code, §56.301 and Coordinating Board Rules, Chapter 22 L.

For additional information go to http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=458.

20

MAKING CHANGES
SCHEDULE CHANGE PROCEDURES
One of the most critical functions performed by a school is the preregistration of students. Based upon pre-registration
information, courses are scheduled, and teachers employed for the next school year. Thus, the choices will be considered
permanent. However, from time to time, it is necessary for students to change courses during the semester.
Justifiable Reasons for Schedule Changes:
o Request of administrator
o A student is in a course for which he has inadequate background or lacks a prerequisite
o Student was recommended for a specific plan, but was not scheduled into that plan
o Student is in a course for which he has already earned credit
o Senior lacks a course required for graduation
o Physical disability prevents adequate functioning in class
Receiving teachers will describe the knowledge and skills essential for success in the course and will suggest ways to learn
them. A student who requests and receives a course change assumes responsibility for the content of the entire course on
the final examination.
Requests for schedule changes by students and/or parents will not be granted after the first 10 days of a semester.

OPEN ENROLLMENT and TRANSFERS TO SCHOOLS AND PROGRAMS OF CHOICE
GPISD students have a designated campus based on their residential address. However, a student may wish to apply for
a transfer to another campus. To obtain a transfer, the parent must apply online during the submission window. All Indistrict applicants must meet the following requirements to be considered eligible:
● 95% Attendance rate for the current year
● Acceptable Discipline Record for the current year
● Acceptable space/capacity at the campus
Additionally, GPISD is an "open enrollment" district, which means that students do not have to live in Grand Prairie to
choose to attend GPISD. We offer numerous traditional schools, Schools of Choice and Programs of Choice at all levels.
To be considered for acceptance into the district, the parent must apply online during the submission window.
All out-of-district applicants must meet the following requirements to be considered eligible:
● Pass with an average of 80% in all core classes
● 95% Attendance rate for the current year
● Passed all areas of the State Assessments (STAAR or EOC) in the last administration
● Acceptable Discipline Record for the current year.
● Acceptable space/capacity at the campus
Instructions for School of Choice/Program of Choice Online Application
1. Select the “APPLY ONLINE” link on the Grand Prairie ISD website:
http://www.gpisd.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=77
2. Select from the following:
● Schools and Programs of Choice Application
● Dubiski Career High School Application
● Grand Prairie Fine Arts Academy Application
● School for the Highly Gifted Application
3. Select “Create Account” to create an account, hosted by PowerSchool, to access the online application you
selected.
● Enter the required “Adult Account Holder” information
● Select and Enter security questions and answers
● Check to agree to PowerSchool’s terms and conditions
● Select “Create Account”
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4.
5.
6.
7.

Enter your child’s information then select “Add Student”
Once you “Add Student”, Review the Introduction page for the online application you selected
Click “Next” and select and enter the required online application information for that student
Click “SUBMIT” to submit the online application

Once your PowerSchool Account has been created, you may apply for other online applications by selecting from the
available online applications and using the “Account Sign In” area. Enter your PowerSchool account access information
and then select “Sign In”.
By creating a PowerSchool account, you can:
● Complete and submit online applications
● Save and return to online applications in progress
● View and print online application history
Current Students enrolled in Grand Prairie ISD only need their Student ID to apply. The student’s Student ID can be
found by logging into Skyward Family Access then selecting Student Information link. The student's Student ID is the
"Other ID" number in the General Information area. No other documentation is required to apply.
Required Documentation for Students not currently enrolled in Grand Prairie ISD
To determine academic eligibility, all documents listed below are required for students not currently enrolled in Grand
Prairie ISD. In the online application, you will have the opportunity to upload the required documents prior to submitting
the application. You may submit the online application without uploading the required documents but must provide Grand
Prairie ISD with the required documentation prior to application deadline to be considered academically eligible. Grand
Prairie ISD’s Education Center will be providing support to those needing assistance with uploading the required
documents to their online application. All documentation must be uploaded individually.
●
●
●
●

academic transcript/academic history
state assessment records (*not required for the 21-22 school year)
attendance records (current year)
discipline records (current year)

Application Selection Process
● Applications will be available online during application submission window
● Final Approval will be made, and Admission Notifications will be sent to the email address provided under Parent
1 on the application
● Approved applicants will confirm or deny admission acceptance of their approved School or Program of Choice
placement
● If your student was not selected to attend a School or Program of Choice, but was considered Academically
Eligible, the applicant may, at the discretion of the campus principal, be placed on a campus waiting list to be
considered if space becomes available
Please note the following conditions:
● The student and their parent/guardian must follow all rules and regulations of the district and/or school, including
those for student conduct and attendance. Violation of the rules and regulations of the district and/or school may
result in revocation of the transfer agreement.
● Out-of-District students will not be eligible for varsity UIL athletic events on the receiving campus for one calendar
year (high school students only)
● Transportation for Schools of Choice/Programs of Choice at the elementary and secondary level will be provided
to in-district students
● Parent/guardian must notify the campus of any address change
● Students will be given the opportunity to submit A “Letter of Intent to Return” each school year. Please note, to
continue enrollment, students must have maintained the acceptance criteria throughout the school year.
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SPECIAL SERVICES
GIFTED AND TALENTED (GT) SERVICES
To provide an appropriately differentiated curriculum for gifted students, the district has adopted specific identification
guidelines for participation in the Gifted and Talented Program. A three-step process includes (1) nomination, (2) screening,
and (3) selection. Nominations for the Gifted and Talented Program may be submitted at any time during the school year to
a campus counselor. Students may be nominated by parents, teachers, counselors, administrators, or any other interested
parties who are familiar with the student’s abilities.
In accordance with the Texas State Plan for the Education of the Gifted and Talented, students are screened using multiple
criteria, which include both quantitative and qualitative data. Placement decisions are made by trained Campus Selection
Committees, and policies for appeals, furloughs, and exit procedures are available from the district upon request.
High school gifted students participate in the program through appropriately differentiated Pre-Advanced Placement
(Advanced), Advanced Placement (AP), and Dual Credit courses in all content areas. In addition to the opportunity to earn
college credit, Advanced Placement and Dual Credit courses challenge students to engage in more elaborate, complex,
and in-depth study of abstract ideas, problems, and themes as they prepare for college and career choices.

ENGLISH LEARNER (EL) SERVICES
Middle School Newcomer’s Program
The International Newcomer Institute at Fannin Middle School provides English as a Second Language (ESL) for English l
learners (ELs), who are recent immigrants, (0-3 years in U.S. schools) so that students develop their abilities to listen,
speak, read, and write in English. Classes are designed to develop the English language proficiency needed to succeed in
all-English classes including language arts, math, science, and social studies.
High School
The High School curriculum provides English I and II for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL I and ESOL II) to recent
immigrant students. The state graduation plan requires speakers of other languages to take English I for Speakers of Other
Languages, English II for Speakers of Other Languages, English III and English IV.
Sheltered Instruction
A Sheltered English course is recommended for ELs who, after being in the United States for two or three years, are
transitioning into regular English courses but have not learned enough English to perform at the same levels as their native
English-speaking peers. For recent immigrant students who have been in a United States school for fewer than three years,
sheltered courses in Algebra, World Geography, and Biology are recommended where available.
Participation of EL Students in STAAR/EOC
EL students are required to participate in the STAAR/EOC state assessments. Content and vocabulary supports are
available to assist students in overcoming language barriers and to provide a meaningful assessment of academic
knowledge and skills.
See TEA's English Learners Assessment webpage for additional information and resources.

Participation of EL Students in TELPAS
NCLB requires that all eligible EL students in grades K-12 be assessed annually on the progress they make in learning the
English language. The Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS) was developed to fulfill this
requirement and consists of multiple-choice reading tests, holistically rated assessments based on classroom work and
teacher observation. Secondary students are assessed with TELPAS holistically rated assessments in the following
language domains: listening, speaking, and writing. In addition, students are assessed in the language domain of reading
through the TELPAS.
English Learners Served by Special Education
ELs who receive special education services have special education needs related to a disability as well as needs related to
second language learning. It is important for ARD committees and LPACs to work together to ensure that instruction is
tailored to meet each student’s linguistic and special education needs.
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STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
Section 504
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, is a federal civil rights law designed to prohibit discrimination
against individuals with disabilities by entities whose programs and activities receive federal financial assistance from the
U.S. Department of Education. Students determined to have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one
or more major life activities are protected from discrimination under the general nondiscrimination regulatory provisions
implementing Section 504 and the ADA. Questions regarding Section 504 should be directed to the campus 504
administrator, or the Director of Special Services for GPISD at (972)237-4000.
Students with Dyslexia and Related Disorders
Students with dyslexia have difficulty with reading, writing and/or spelling. Related disorders include disorders similar
to or related to dyslexia, such as developmental auditory imperception, dysphasia, specific developmental dyslexia,
developmental dysgraphia, and developmental spelling disability. GPISD has dyslexia therapists who are trained to
evaluate, instruct, and monitor identified students. Schools serve students with dyslexia or related disorders in a variety of
ways determined by a Section 504 or ARD committee. Services may include specialized instruction, classroom
accommodations, and assistive technology.
Special Education
Special education and related services are specifically designed instructional services developed to enable students with
disabilities to access and progress in the general curriculum as appropriate and to participate in extracurricular and
nonacademic activities with nondisabled peers.
●

Specially Designed Instruction (SDI) consists of organized and planned instructional activities that modify, as
appropriate, the content, methodology or delivery of instruction based on the student’s needs outlined in the
Individualized Education Program (IEP).

●

Co-Teach Support is a collaborative instructional delivery model designed to support students with IEPs to access and
progress in the general education curriculum through Instructional Support (IS) and/or Supplemental Support (SS)
services.

●

Instructional Support (IS) services are designed to meet the needs of students with Individualized Educational
Programs (IEPs) in the least restrictive environment (LRE) to access and progress in general education curriculum
through Specially Designed Instruction (SDI). These services range from indirect to direct support:
o Indirect Instructional Support is a service delivery model provided through consultation by a certified

special education teacher to a general education teacher to assist the general education teacher in
adjusting the learning environment and/or adapting the instructional methods to meet the individual
needs of a student.
o

Direct Instructional Support is a service delivery model provided by a certified special education teacher or
paraprofessional within a general education setting through a co-teach model to include adjusting the learning
environment and/or adapting the instructional methods to implement a student's IEP.

●

Supplemental Support (SS) services are designed to meet the needs of students with Individualized Education
Programs (IEPs) who require intense, focused, and direct instruction in a special education setting with a certified
special education teacher to appropriately access the general education curriculum.

●

Social Emotional Achievement (SEA) is an instructional setting that serves students with emotional and behavioral
deficits that significantly impact their access and progress in the general curriculum.

●

Children with Autism and Related Exceptionalities (CARE) is an instructional setting designed to serve students
with communication, sensory, and social differences that significantly impact their access and progress in the general
curriculum. The curriculum in CARE ranges from general to an alternate curriculum (as determined by the ARD
committee) that is aligned with grade level Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).
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●

Functional Skills (FS) is an instructional setting that focuses on developing students’ functional, social, and vocational
skills. The curriculum in FS is an alternate curriculum that is aligned with grade level Texas Essential Knowledge and
Skills (TEKS).

●

Daily Living Skills (DLS) is an instructional setting designed to serve students with severe to profound cognitive
impairments and significant deficits in adaptive or self-help skills that interfere with activities of daily living. The
accommodations and supports in DLS focus on developing students’ functional, social, adaptive, and vocational skills.
The curriculum in DLS is an alternate curriculum that is aligned with grade level Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
(TEKS).

●

18+ Transition Services is an instructional setting that provides opportunities for adult students who are 18-21 years
of age with intellectual or developmental delays to engage in instructional and functional lessons/activities to improve
their vocational, self-care, and life skills. A student who qualifies for special education services, has met alternative

course and statewide assessment requirements for graduation, is between the ages of 18 and 21, and has been
recommended by the ARD committee will be considered for 18+ Transition Services. The goal for these students is
to gain more independence and employability skills to prepare them for competitive, supported, or integrated
employment, and independent, supported, or attendant care living.
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Appendix A
College and Career Planning
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Xello is engaging, fun-to-use software that students can access online at school or at home, even from their
phones. Using Xello, students plan their journeys toward the future by creating their very own, unique roadmap
for future success. Students can access Xello from school, from home, or anywhere with internet access using
the Xello single sign on link.

Key features of the program include
▪ Career Matchmaker
Students participate in an interactive assessment with situation-based questions. Their answers
match them with careers that align to their passions and skills, engaging and exciting them in
planning for the future.
▪ Personality Style Assessment
Based on the Holland Model, the Personality Style assessment helps students better understand
who they are and how that impacts their career matches.
▪ Learning Style Assessment
By completing the Learning Styles assessment, students discover how they learn best, and are
equipped with the tools and awareness to maximize their learning techniques.
▪ After High School
Students begin by thinking about what they might want to do after high school – giving them a
base to start from when planning their future.
▪ Favorite Clusters
Viewing similar careers in favorite clusters helps inspire students and broadens their choices.
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Experiences
With an interactive timeline, students track their accomplishments in life, education, work, and
volunteer experiences, prompting them to reflect on and learn from their experiences.
Skills & Interests
Students identify and reflect on their skills and interests to learn how to apply them to their future.
Storyboard
Students collect and store in one place their favorites photos, videos, links, and files to express
their personality, represent their story, and visually capture their goals.
Career Profiles
In-depth profiles contain a snapshot of a day in the life, workplace conditions, earnings, education
and training, and similar careers. Vibrant photography and real-world interviews help students
see themselves in the careers as they discover and explore.
School/Program Profiles
Post-secondary school options include two-year and four-year colleges, vocational training and
military options. School profiles include information such as enrollment details, admission
requirements, and tuition costs. Students can even take virtual tours using Street View with
Google Maps.
Profiles of College Majors
Students can use information such as description of the major, admission requirements, cost,
similar majors, and links to schools that offer the major to plan their post-secondary path.
Electronic College and Career Portfolio
Students can save their favorite careers, schools, programs, or military options to Xello to create
their personal online portfolio for future success. Students can revisit and revise their favorites
any time by accessing Xello.
Course Planner
GPISD students create their Personal Graduation Plans (PGPs) using Xello’s Course Planner.
This allows students, parents, and school counselors to track students’ progress toward
completing all graduation requirements including their endorsement as outlined by House Bill 5.
Electronic Transcripts
Students can use the electronic transcript tool in Xello to request copies of their transcripts to be
sent to schools and programs of their choice.
Fully Integrated Lessons and Curriculum
Xello’s fully integrated lessons are interactive and help students in grades 6 to 12 build vital skills
for persistence, resilience, and real-world success while encouraging ongoing reflection. The
content and learning objectives in each lesson are relevant to the life decisions students face in
their current grade level. From understanding how school subjects can be applied to work
environments to choosing a college or university, students learn what they will need to be
successful each year.
Resume Builder
Students can now build a stand-out resume that is easily downloaded into a professional format
with just a few clicks. Using their About Me profile information, students can select saved skills
and experiences they’d like to add to their resume, which can be updated as they gain more
experience and knowledge.
College Applications Tool
When using the College Applications tool, students are prompted to create applications for each
of their desired schools. Using Peterson’s data, Xello automatically populates a checklist of
application requirements, showing students exactly what needs to be submitted for college.
Common App Integration
To make college applications easier, Xello has teamed up with Common App. Common App is a
program that simplifies the college application process. It saves time and effort by consolidating
the tasks and documents into one workflow. Nearly 900 post-secondary institutions use Common
App around the world. For those colleges, students only need to create on common application to
send to any of them.

▪

New to Xello: Xello Family
Students can accomplish a great deal within Xello and make real progress towards creating a
successful future for themselves, but they’re going to also need the help and support from the
caring adults in their lives
Xello Family bridges the gap between educator, families, and student with an intuitive platform
that keeps everyone aligned to support a student on their journey to future readiness.

Get started on the journey to become FUTURE READY by logging in to Xello

https://xello.world/en/
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Texas' definitive source for college and career planning
Deciding what to do after high school and how to do it can be confusing. We're here to help.
As a state-funded initiative to improve college and career readiness, our mission is to equip all Texas students
for an educational and professional future that unlocks their potential.
Texas OnCourse empowers you to make decisions that will help you, your child, or your student succeed after
high school.
Thousands of students, educators, and schools across Texas use Texas OnCourse resources.

Middle schoolers: plan for high school and beyond!
Big changes are on the horizon! Learn about possible futures by playing a game with MiddleGalaxy. Plan high
school classes on MapMyGrad. Find other tools to help you as you plan for high school, all right here.

Choose what to focus on.
In Texas, your high school graduation plan is tailored to what you want to do. In eighth grade you pick an area
of interest or skill (called an endorsement) that you want to focus on in high school. Let us help you explore the
endorsements!
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Plan for high school.
Did you know that in high school you get to pick some of your own classes? How exciting! How scary!
MapMyGrad can help you make the right choices to put you on the road to an exciting future career.

Understand your options.
Some jobs you've heard of – doctor, teacher, lawyer, detective – but some jobs you may not have! You might
make a really good actuary or phlebotomist. Our game, MiddleGalaxy, can help you learn about these options.

Game your way to success.
The future can be scary. It's far away. There's a lot of pressure. It feels like you have to plan now for something
you can't even imagine. Luckily, Texas OnCourse has fun games and quizzes to help you plan for what's next.
Go to https://texasoncourse.org/students-and-families/grade/grade-middle-school/ for additional resources
including:
§
§
§
§

Endorsements
Grad Requirements
Jobs and Careers
College Planning and Finances

Prepare for college and career, as early as the ninth and tenth grade.
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Get ready for graduation.
You may already have your high school personal graduation plan – the list of all courses you need to graduate
high school. But it’s a good idea to refer back to these tools to make sure you’re on track. You might also want
to check for any prerequisites – classes required for admission to a specific college or major – you need to take.

Learn and prepare what you'll need for college.
To get into college, there are things you need to nail in high school. Learn what standardized test scores and
GPA you’ll need for your colleges of interest. Study with test preparation tools before and after you take the
PSAT.

Explore careers.
By now you probably have some ideas about what you’d like to do, but there are so many more jobs out there
than you can even imagine! Explore our career planning tools to match your interests and skills to things like
your desired income and lifestyle.

Understand the money stuff.
If you ask students and families what they’re most worried about after graduation, the answer is generally the
same: money. Students are worried about finding jobs that pay well or getting financial aid to help them in
college. Use our financial planning tools to start preparing now.
Go to https://texasoncourse.org/students-and-families/grade/grade-early-high-school/ for additional resources
including:
§
§
§
§
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Endorsements
Grad Requirements
Jobs and Careers
College Planning and Finances

Prepare for college and career.
Your junior and senior year come with a lot of big decisions.What do you want to do next? College? Career?
Military?Our tools will help you explore costs and benefits of all these options.

Understand options.
As you approach the end of high school, there are a number of paths – join the workforce, enlist in the military,
go to college or technical school. You may want to play college athletics or work during school. Use these tools
(and get help from your counselor!) to check out what’s available.

Explore careers.
By now you probably have some ideas about what you’d like to do, but there are so many more jobs out there
than you can even imagine! Explore our career planning tools to match your interests and skills to things like
your desired income and lifestyle.

Apply for college.
If college is in your future, we’re here to help. Learn about the specifics of each type of application and find
tools to help you on your way. Still stressing about those pesky admission tests? Find tools for those, too!
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Plan your finances for after graduation.
If you ask students and families what they’re most worried about after graduation, the answer is generally the
same: money. Students are worried about finding jobs that pay well or getting financial aid to help them in
college. Use our financial planning tools to start preparing now.
Go to https://texasoncourse.org/students-and-families/grade/grade-late-high-school/ for additional resources
including:
§
§
§

Grad Requirements
Jobs and Careers
College Planning and Finances

https://texasoncourse.org/
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Additional Sources of Information
College and Career
College Planning for Freshmen and Sophomores:
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/BigFuture-College-Planning-9th-10th-Graders.pdf
College Planning Calendar for Juniors:
http://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/BigFuture-College-Planning-Calendar-Juniors.pdf
College Planning Calendar for Seniors:
http://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/BigFuture-College-Planning-Calendar-Seniors.pdf
Cappex: https://www.cappex.com/?utm_campaign=PQEConduit
GPISD College and Career Hub: https://www.gpisd.org/CollegeCareerHub
Historical Black Colleges and Universities: https://tnj.com/hbcu-old/
MyMajors – Find a Major. Find a College. Find a Career: https://www.mymajors.com/
KnowHow2Go: http://knowhow2go.acenet.edu/
National Merit Scholarship Program: https://www.nationalmerit.org
QuestBridge National College Match: https://www.questbridge.org/high-school-students/national-college-match
TSIA 2.0 Information: https://reportcenter.highered.texas.gov/training-materials/tsia2-interpreting-your-scores-brochure/
Types of Colleges: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/find-colleges/college-101/types-of-colleges-the-basics
Financial Aid
Federal Student Aid: https://studentaid.gov/
FAFSA - How to fill out the FAFSA YouTube Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LK0bbu0y5AM
Federal Financial Aid Overview YouTube Video:
www.youtube.com/watch?annotation_id=annotation_1913881147&feature=iv&src_vid=kbJ55UWMEFE&v=H_iS7gmQd9o
GPISD Scholarship Page: https://www.gpisd.org/Page/41676
Going Merry: https://www.goingmerry.com/
College Board Big Future: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-search
RaiseMe: https://www.raise.me/
Scholarships.com Scholarship and Grant Search: www.scholarships.com
FinAid Student Guide to Financial Aid: www.finaid.org
Assessments
ACT Information: http://www.act.org/
PSAT/NMSQT, SAT, ACCUPLACER, AP, CLEP: www.collegeboard.org
Other Information
Campus Tours – Interactive Virtual Tours and Maps: www.campustours.com
College Admissions Types: www.fastweb.com/college-search/articles/your-college-admission-options
College Interviews: Practice Questions and Strategies: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/interviews
GPISD Advanced and AP Program: https://www.gpisd.org/Page/37950
NCAA: https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
Occupational Outlook Handbook: https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
Today’s Military: https://todaysmilitary.com/
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Appendix B
GPISD Career and Technical Education Pathways

Nondiscrimination Clause
It is the policy of the Grand Prairie Independent School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, gender or handicap in its career and technology programs, services or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation act of
1973, as amended.
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2021-2022 Middle School Programs of Study
Auto Technology (YMLA)
Business – Management, Marketing, Finance
(Fannin, Sallye Moore, SHG, Jackson)
Computer Science/Cyber Security
(Truman, Sallye Moore, Reagan)
Construction Technology –
Masonry and Carpentry (Fannin)
Digital Media Technology and
Communications (Adams, Reagan,
Sallye Moore)

Engineering (YMLA)
Graphic Communications
(Adams, Reagan)
Health Science (Truman)
Horticulture (Jackson)
Information Technology (Adams,
Reagan, Sallye Moore, Truman)
Media Technology (Adams, Reagan)
Sports Medicine (Truman)
Veterinary Technology (Jackson)
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Appendix C
GPISD High School Graduation Requirements
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HOUSE BILL 5 GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
*STATE ASSESSMENTS REQUIRED FOR
GRADUATION

ENGLISH I

ALGEBRA I

ENGLISH II

U.S. HISTORY

BIOLOGY

ENTERED 9TH GRADE 2014-2015 and later
CONTENT AREA

FOUNDATION*

CREDITS REQUIRED
+ENDORSEMENT*
*

DLA***

ENGLISH

4

4

4

MATH

3

4

4

SCIENCE

3

4

4

SOCIAL STUDIES

2.5

2.5

2.5

ECONOMICS

0.5

0.5

0.5

2

2

2

1

1

1

FINE ARTS

1

1

1

ELECTIVES

4.5

6.5

6.5

HEALTH

0.5

0.5

0.5

Total Credits

22

26

26

LANGUAGES OTHER THAN
ENGLISH
PE

*Foundation = Foundation High School Program
**Endorsement = Foundation High School Program + Endorsement
***DLA= Distinguished Level of Achievement

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
Texas Education Code Sec. 28.0256
Financial Aid Application for High School Graduation
Beginning with students enrolled in 12th grade during the 2021-2022 school year, each student must do one of the
following in order to graduate from GPISD:
●
●
●

Complete and submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
Complete and submit a Texas Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA)
Submit a signed opt-out form

In Texas, House Bill 3 requires that districts report financial aid application graduation information to the Texas Education Agency (TEA). Districts will
also need to indicate that the graduation requirement has been met on the high school transcript.
Note: Each high school principal will determine if FAFSA/TAFSA completion will be a condition for semester exam exemption for the senior
students assigned to their respective campuses.
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*Note: Senate Bill 149 revised the assessment requirements for graduation
SB 213 (2019) - Individual Graduation Committees (effective through September 1, 2023)
First enacted with SB 149 (2015), Individual Graduation Committees (IGC) allow student the option to graduate even though
they've not passed all of their EOC exams. A student who has failed the EOC assessment graduation requirements for no more than two,
out of the number they must take, may receive a Texas high school diploma if the student has qualified to graduate by means of an
individual graduation committee (IGC) determination. (Source: TEA State Graduation Requirement page)
A student who qualifies for and uses the ELL English I Provision will use English I as one of the two assessments the
student can fail and still be considered by the IGC for graduation.
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FOUNDATION HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM
Class of 2018 and BEYOND
To receive a high school diploma, a student entering Grade 9 in the 2014-2015 school year and thereafter must complete the
following:
(1) requirements of the Foundation High School Program;
*Required courses may be satisfied by any level of the course: Regular, Advanced, AP, and/or Dual Credit
**A student may not be enrolled in a course that has a required prerequisite unless: (1) the student has successfully completed
the prerequisite course(s), (2) the student has demonstrated equivalent knowledge as determined by the school district; OR
(3) the student was already enrolled in the course in an out-of-state, an out-of-country or a Texas nonpublic school and
transferred to GPISD prior to successfully completing the course.
(2) End of Course (EOC) testing requirements for graduation; and
(3) Demonstrated proficiency, in grade 8 or higher, as determined by GPISD, in delivering clear verbal messages; choosing
effective nonverbal behaviors; listening for desired results; applying valid critical-thinking and problem-solving processes; and
identifying, analyzing, developing, and evaluating communication skills needed for professional and social success in
interpersonal situations, group interactions, and personal and professional presentations. These skills will be embedded into
all English III courses offered in GPISD.
Beginning with students enrolled in Grade 12 during the 2021-2022 school year, each student in Grade 12 must complete and submit a
free application for federal student aid (FAFSA) or a Texas application for state financial aid (TASFA) before graduating from high
school. A student may graduate under the Foundation High School Program without completing a financial aid application if:
(1) the student's parent or other person standing in parental relation submits a signed form, approved by the Texas Education
Agency (TEA), indicating that the parent or other person authorizes the student to decline to complete and submit the financial
aid application;
(2) the student signs and submits the form described by paragraph (1) of this subsection on the student's own behalf if the
student is 18 years of age or older or has been emancipated under Texas Family Code, Chapter 31; or
(3) a school counselor authorizes the student to decline to complete and submit the financial aid application for good cause, as
determined by the school counselor. If a school counselor notifies a school district that a student has declined to complete and
submit a financial aid application for good cause, the school counselor may not indicate details regarding what constitutes
good cause.
A student entering Grade 9 in the 2014-2015 school year and thereafter shall enroll in the courses necessary to complete the
curriculum requirements for the Foundation High School Program specified in §74.12 of this title and the curriculum requirements for at
least one endorsement specified in §74.13 of this title (relating to Endorsements).
A student may graduate under the Foundation High School Program without earning an endorsement if, after the student's sophomore
year:
(1) the student and the student's parent or person standing in parental relation to the student are advised by a school
counselor of the specific benefits of graduating from high school with one or more endorsements; and
(2) the student's parent or person standing in parental relation to the student files with a school counselor written permission,
on a form adopted by the TEA, allowing the student to graduate under the Foundation High School Program without earning
an endorsement.
A student may earn a distinguished level of achievement by successfully completing the curriculum requirements for the Foundation
High School Program and the curriculum requirements for at least one endorsement required by the Texas Education Code (TEC),
§28.025(b-15), including four credits in science and four credits in mathematics to include Algebra II.
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A student must earn 22 credits to complete the Foundation High School Program:
English Language Arts — 4 credits
REQUIRED: English I and English II
The following courses may also be substituted for English I and English II:
● ESOL I
● ESOL II
A third credit must consist of an English III course or a comparable Advanced Placement (AP) English language arts
course that does not count as another credit required for graduation.
Upon completion of English III, students will have met the following FHSP requirement: demonstrated proficiency, as
determined by GPISD, in delivering clear verbal messages; choosing effective nonverbal behaviors; listening for desired
results; applying valid critical-thinking and problem-solving processes; and identifying, analyzing, developing, and evaluating
communication skills needed for professional and social success in interpersonal situations, group interactions, and
personal and professional presentations.

The fourth credit may be selected from one full credit or a combination of two half credits from two different courses,
subject to prerequisite requirements, from the following:
● English IV
● Independent Study in English
● Literary Genres
● Creative Writing
● Research and Technical Writing
● Humanities
● Public Speaking III
● Communication Applications, which must be combined with another half credit
● Oral Interpretation III
● Debate III
● Independent Study in Speech
● Independent Study in Journalism
● Advanced Broadcast Journalism III
● Advanced Journalism: Newspaper III
● Advanced Journalism: Yearbook III
● AP English Literature & Composition
● Business English
● College Preparatory English pursuant to the TEC, §28.014
● Equivalent Dual Credit English Courses
Mathematics — 3 credits
REQUIRED: Algebra I, Geometry
(A)The third math credit may be selected from one full credit or a combination of two half credits from two different
courses, subject to prerequisite requirements, from the following courses OR a credit selected from the courses listed in
subparagraph (B):
● Math Models with Applications
● Mathematical Applications in Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources
● Digital Electronics
● Robotics Programming and Design
● Financial Mathematics
● Applied Mathematics for Technical Professionals
● Accounting II
● Manufacturing Engineering Technology II
● Robotics II
(B)The third or fourth math credit may be selected from one full credit or a combination of two half credits from two
different courses, subject to prerequisite requirements, from the following courses:
● Algebra II
● Precalculus
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Advanced Quantitative Reasoning
Independent Study in Mathematics
Discrete Mathematics for Problem Solving
Algebraic Reasoning
Statistics
AP Statistics
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus BC
AP Computer Science (***GPISD students who successfully complete AP Computer Science will

●
●
●
●
●
●

Engineering Mathematics
Statistics and Business Decision Making
Mathematics for Medical Professionals
Discrete Mathematics for Computer Science
College Preparatory Math pursuant to TEC, §28.025(b-5)
Equivalent Dual Credit Math Courses

have earned one required advanced mathematics credit and one required LOTE credit for graduation)

Science—3 credits
REQUIRED: One credit must consist of Biology or an AP Biology course
(A) One credit must be selected from the following laboratory-based courses:
● Integrated Physics and Chemistry
● Chemistry
● Physics*
● Principles of Technology*
● AP Chemistry
● AP Physics I: Algebra-based
(B) The additional credit may be selected from one full credit or two half credits from two different courses, subject to
prerequisite requirements, from the following laboratory-based courses:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
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Chemistry
Physics*
Aquatic Science
Astronomy
Earth and Space Science
Environmental Systems
AP Biology
AP Chemistry
AP Environmental Science
AP Physics C
AP Physics 1: Algebra-based
AP Physics 2: Algebra-based
Advanced Animal Science
Advanced Plant & Soil Science
Anatomy & Physiology
Medical Microbiology
Pathophysiology
Food Science (must meet teacher certification & lab requirements)
Forensic Science
Biotechnology I
Biotechnology II
Principles of Technology*
Scientific Research and Design
Engineering Design and Problem-Solving

●
●

Engineering Science
Equivalent Dual Credit Science Courses

*Credit may not be earned for both physics & Principles of Technology to satisfy science credit requirements.

Social Studies — 3 credits
REQUIRED: U.S. History, U.S. Government, and Economics with Emphasis on the Free Enterprise System
The additional credit may be selected from the following:
● World History Studies
● World Geography Studies
● AP World History
● AP Human Geography (the one-year option with the World Geography TEKS included)
● Equivalent Dual Credit Social Studies Courses
Beginning Spring 2019, students completing a World Geography, World History, or Political Science I course will have
satisfied the requirements of Texas Administrative Code (TAC), §74.39 - Instruction on Proper Interaction with Peace Officers.

Languages other than English (LOTE) — 2 credits
(A) The credits may be selected from the following:
● any two levels of the same language
o Spanish
o French
o Latin
o American Sign Language (ASL) OR
● two credits in computer programming languages selected from Computer Science I, II, and III, AP
Computer Science Principles, and AP Computer Science A
(C) If a student, in completing the first credit of LOTE, demonstrates that the student is unlikely to be able to complete the
second credit, the student may substitute another appropriate course as follows:
● Special Topics in Language and Culture
● World History Studies or World Geography Studies (not same credit necessary from Social Studies to
satisfy FHSP graduation requirements)
● another LOTE credit OR
● computer programming languages
(D) The determination regarding the student’s ability to complete the second credit of LOTE must be agreed to by:
● the teacher of the first LOTE credit course or another LOTE teacher designated by the school district,
the principal or designee, and the student's parent or person standing in parental relation;
● the student's admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee if the student receives special
education services; or
● the committee established for the student under Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973 if the student
does not receive special education services
(E) A student, who due to a disability, is unable to complete two credits in the same language in a language other than
English, may substitute a combination of two credits that are not being used to satisfy another specific graduation
requirement selected from English language arts, mathematics, science, or social studies or two credits in career
and technical education or technology applications for the LOTE credit requirements. The determination regarding
a student's ability to complete the LOTE credit requirements will be made by:
●
●

the student's ARD committee if the student receives special education services; or
the committee established for the student under Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973

(F) A student who successfully completes a dual language immersion/two-way or dual language immersion/one-way
program at an elementary school may satisfy one credit of the two credits required in a language other than English.
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●

●

To successfully complete a dual language immersion program, a student must:
o have participated in a dual language immersion program for at least five consecutive school
years;
o achieve high levels of academic competence as demonstrated by performance of meets or
masters grade level on the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®)
in English or Spanish, as applicable; and
o achieve proficiency in both English and a language other than English as demonstrated by
scores of proficient or higher in the reading and speaking domains on language proficiency or
achievement tests in both languages.
The second credit of a language other than English must be in the same language as the successfully
completed dual language immersion program.

(G) A student who successfully completes a course in American Sign Language while in elementary school may satisfy
one credit of the two credits required in a language other than English.
NOTE: A student substituting LOTE credits may earn the Distinguished Level of Achievement (DLA) if his/her graduation plan
is compliant with TAC §74.12(5).

Physical Education—1 credit
The required credit may be selected from any combination of the following one-half to one credit courses:
● Foundations of Personal Fitness
● Adventure/Outdoor Education
● Aerobic Activities
● Team or Individual Sports
In accordance with GPISD policy, credit for courses listed above may be earned through participation in any of the
following activities:
● Athletics
● JROTC
● Dance (including Ballet Folklorico)/Drill Team
● Marching Band
● Cheerleading
Credit may not be earned more than once for the following courses: Foundations of Personal Fitness, Adventure/Outdoor
Education, Aerobic Activities, and Team or Individual Sports. No more than four substitution credits may be earned.
Fine Arts—1 credit
The credit may be selected from the following courses subject to prerequisite requirements:
● Art, Level I, II, III or IV
● Dance, Level I, II, III or IV
● Music, Level I, II, III or IV
● Music Studies
● Theatre, Level I, II, III or IV
● Musical Theatre, Level I, II, III or IV
● Technical Theatre, Level I, II, III or IV
● Floral Design
● Digital Art and Animation
● 3-D Modeling and Animation
Health—0. 5 credits
GPISD graduation requirement that may be satisfied by selecting from the following:
● Health
● Health Science Theory
● Principles of Health Science
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Electives—4.5 credits
Credit may be selected from any high school courses that do not satisfy a specific course requirement.
Per TAC 74.38, all students in grades 7-12 are required to receive instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) prior
to graduation. Each high school campus in Grand Prairie ISD will utilize CPR training curriculum developed by the
American Heart Association to meet this requirement.
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Grand Prairie ISD Endorsement Options
Students must earn 26 credits to earn an endorsement. Minimum requirements include the completion of the FHSP (22 credits), a fourth credit in math, a fourth credit in
science and two additional elective credits while completing the specific requirements for the Endorsement.
Note: Approved Dual Credit courses may substitute for any of the course requirements listed

Arts and Humanities

Business & Industry
A Business & Industry Endorsement requires
completion of the FHSP + Endorsement
including one of the following options:

An Arts and Humanities Endorsement
requires completion of the FHSP +
Endorsement requirements including one of
the following options:
Option A: Social Studies
Five (5) Social Studies credits
Option B and C: Foreign Language
Four (4) levels of the same Language Other than English (LOTE) (Option B)
OR two (2) levels of one Language Other than English AND two (2) levels of a
different Language Other than English (Option C).

Option A: CTE
Four (4) credits of at least two (2) courses in the same career cluster with
at least one (1) advanced CTE course. Courses may be selected from
CTE courses or Career Development courses. The final course must be
selected from the following clusters:

Option D: American Sign Language
Four (4) levels of ASL
Option E: Fine Arts
A coherent sequence of four (4) credits in Fine Arts from ONE OR TWO Fine
Art disciplines including Art, Dance, Music, and Theatre.
Option F: English
Four (4) English elective credits selected from
English IV, Independent Study in English,
Literary Genres, Creative Writing, Research
and Technical Writing, Communication
Applications, Humanities, and AP English
Language and Composition, and AP
Literature and Composition.
This endorsement cannot be earned
through combining courses from separate
Arts & Humanities options.

A STEM Endorsement requires
completionof the FHSP including
Algebra II, Chemistry, Physics or
Principles of Technology and
one of the following options:

Option B: TEA Business and Industry Program of Study
GPISD CTE Pathways are aligned with TEA Programs of Study.

Public Services

A Public Services Endorsement
A Public completion
Services Endorsement
requires
of the FHSP +
requires
completion
of the
+
Endorsement
and one
of FHSP
the following:
Endorsement and one of the following:
Option A: CTE
Four (4) credits in CTE or Career Development that consists of
at least two (2) courses in the same career cluster and at least
on advanced CTE course. The final course in the sequence
must be selected from one of the following clusters:
§
Education and Training
§
Government and Public Administration
§
Health Science
§
Human Services
§
Law, Public Safety, Corrections, and Security
§
Or Career Prep I or II
Option B: TEA Public Services Program of Study
GPISD CTE Pathways are aligned with TEA Programs of Study.
Option C: JROTC
Four (4) courses in Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps

Option A: CTE
Four (4) CTE or Career Development credits,
At least two (2) courses in the same career
cluster and at least one (1) advanced CTE course. The final course must be
selected from CTE STEM courses or Career Prep I or II if the course addresses
a CTE STEM career:
Option B: TEA STEM Program of Study
GPISD CTE Pathways are aligned with TEA Programs of Study.
Option C: Mathematics
Successful completion of two (2) additional math courses for which Algebra II is
a prerequisite.
Option D: Science
Successful completion of two (2) additional science credits beyond Biology,
Chemistry, and Physics.
Option E: Combination
A cross-disciplinary study of science and math including three (3) credits from a
combination of courses chosen from up to two of the following:
§
STEM CTE
§
Math courses for which Algebra II is a prerequisite
§
Science courses beyond Chemistry and Physics

Option C: English
Four (4) English credits that include
3) levels in one of the following:
§
Public Speaking
§
Debate
§
Advanced Broadcast Journalism
§
Advanced Journalism-Newspaper
§
Advanced Journalism-Yearbook
§
Advanced Journalism-Literary Mag
Option D: Combination
A coherent sequence of four (4) credits
from (A), (B), or (C).

Multidisciplinary Studies
A Multidisciplinary
Studies Endorsement
requires completion of
the FHSP +
Endorsement
requirements including
one of the following
options:

Option A: CTE
Four (4) advanced courses, from withing one endorsement area or from
various endorsement areas not in a coherent sequence that
§
prepare the student to either successfully enter postsecondary
education without the need for remediation or
§
to successfully enter the workforce
Option B: Four x Four (4 x 4)
Four (4) credits in each of the four foundation subject areas of English
Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies including a traditional
English IV course (Academic, Advanced, AP, or Dual Credit) and
Chemistry and/or Physics.
Option C: AP or Dual Credit
Four (4) AP or Dual Credit course credits selected from the following:
§
English Language Arts
§
Mathematics
§
Science
§
Social Studies
§
Languages Other than English
§
Fine Arts

Course offerings will vary among campuses
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three (.

Endorsement Requirements
Class of 2018 and BEYOND

Students first enrolled in the 9th grade in the 2014-2015 school year and thereafter
A student shall specify in writing an endorsement the student intends to earn upon entering Grade 9.
A district shall permit a student to enroll in courses under more than one endorsement before the student's
junior year and to choose, at any time, to earn an endorsement other than the endorsement the student
previously indicated. This section does not entitle a student to remain enrolled to earn more than 26 credits.
A student must earn at least 26 credits to earn an endorsement.
A school district may define advanced courses and determine a coherent sequence of courses for an
endorsement area, provided that prerequisites are followed.
To earn an endorsement a student must earn 26 credits and demonstrate proficiency in the following:
(1) The curriculum requirements for the Foundation High School Program
(2) A fourth credit in mathematics that may be selected from one full credit or a combination of two half credits
from two different courses, subject to prerequisite requirements, from the following courses:
● Algebra II
● Precalculus
● Advanced Quantitative Reasoning
● Independent Study in Mathematics
● Discrete Mathematics for Problem Solving
● Algebraic Reasoning
● Statistics
● AP Statistics
● AP Calculus AB
● AP Calculus BC
● AP Computer Science (***GPISD students who successfully complete AP Computer Science will have earned one
required advanced mathematics credit and one required LOTE credit for graduation)

●
●
●
●
●

Engineering Mathematics
Statistics and Business Decision Making
Mathematics for Medical Professionals
Discrete Mathematics for Computer Science
Equivalent Dual Credit Math Courses

(3) A student may complete a course listed in paragraph (2) before or after completing a course listed as
additional credit options for Mathematics under the Foundation High School Program.
(4) The fourth mathematics credit may be a college preparatory mathematics course that is developed and offered
pursuant to the TEC, §28.014
(6) An additional credit in science that may be selected from one full credit or a combination of two half credits
from two different courses, subject to prerequisite requirements, from the following courses:
● Chemistry
● Physics*
● Aquatic Science
● Astronomy
● Earth and Space Science
● Environmental Science
● AP Biology
● AP Chemistry
● AP Physics 1: Algebra-Based
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

AP Physics 2: Algebra-Based
AP Physics C
AP Environmental Science
Advanced Animal Science
Advanced Plant and Soil Science
Anatomy and Physiology
Medical Microbiology
Pathophysiology
Food Science
Forensic Science
Biotechnology I
Biotechnology II
Principles of Technology*
Scientific Research and Design
Engineering Design and Problem Solving
Engineering Science
Equivalent Dual Credit Science Courses

*Credit may not be earned for both physics and Principles of Technology to satisfy science credit requirements.

(7) Two additional elective credits

Refer to Texas Administrative Code Section 89.1070 - Adaptations for Special Populations: Graduation Requirements (as revised by HB 165
beginning with the 2019-2020 school year) for all ARD Committee decisions about graduation.

A student may earn any of the following endorsements:
(1) Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM). A student may earn a STEM endorsement
by completing the Foundation plus Endorsement requirements including Algebra II, chemistry, and physics or
Principles of Technology and one of the following:
Option A: CTE
A coherent sequence of courses for four or more credits in career and technical education (CTE) that
consists of at least two courses in the same career cluster and at least one advanced CTE course. The
courses may be selected from
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●
●
●

CTE Courses OR
Career Development Courses OR
CTE innovative courses approved by the commissioner of education

The final course in the sequence must be selected from CTE STEM Courses:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Principles of Applied Engineering
Principles of Biosciences
Principles of Technology
AC/DC Electronics
Solid State Electronics
Digital Electronics
Robotics I
Robotics II
Engineering Design and Presentation I
Engineering Design and Presentation II
Engineering Design and Problem Solving
Engineering Mathematics
Engineering Science
Biotechnology I
Biotechnology II
Scientific Research and Design I
Scientific Research and Design II
Scientific Research and Design III
Practicum in STEM I or II
Practicum in STEM / Extended Practicum in STEM I or II
Fundamentals of Computer Science
Computer Science I
Computer Science II
Computer Science III
Digital Forensics
Discrete Mathematics for Computer Science
Game Programming and Design
Mobile Application Development
Foundations of Cybersecurity
Cybersecurity Capstone
Introduction to Engineering Design (PLTW)
Aerospace Engineering (PLTW)
Environmental Sustainability (PLTW)
Civil Engineering and Architecture (PLTW)
Computer Integrated Manufacturing (PLTW)
Engineering Design and Development (PLTW)
Texas Pre-Freshman Engineering Program I, II, III, IV
Gateway to Technology (PLTW) I, II, III, IV
Engineering Essentials (PLTW)
Digital Image Processing
Introduction to Computer Aided Design and Drafting
Intermediate Computer Aided Design and Drafting
Quality Assurance for Bioscience
Engineering Applications of Computer Science Principles
AP Computer Science (***GPISD students who successfully complete AP Computer Science will have
earned one required advanced mathematics credit and one required LOTE credit for graduation)

●
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AP Computer Science Principles

OR
●
●

Project-Based Research and
Career Prep I or II

(if the course addresses a STEM-related field)

Option B: TEA STEM Program of Study
Courses required to complete a TEA-designated program of study related to STEM selected from the
following:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Biomedical Science
Cybersecurity
Engineering
Programming and Software Development
Renewable Energy

Option C: Mathematics
Successful completion of two additional math courses for which Algebra II is a prerequisite
Option D: Science
Successful completion of two science credits in addition to Biology, Chemistry, and Physics
Option E: Combination
In addition to Algebra II, Chemistry, and Physics, a coherent sequence of three additional credits from no
more than two of the categories or disciplines represented by (A), (B), (C), and (D).
(2) Business and industry. A student may earn a business and industry endorsement by completing the
Foundation plus Endorsement requirements and one of the following:
Option A: CTE
A coherent sequence of courses for four or more credits in CTE that consists of at least two courses in
the same career cluster and at least one advanced CTE course. The courses may be selected from:
●
●
●

CTE Courses OR
Career Development Courses
CTE innovative courses approved by the commissioner of education

The final course in the sequence must be selected from one of the following clusters:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
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Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources
Architecture and Construction
Arts, Audio/Video Technology and Communication
Business Management and Administration
Finance
Hospitality and Tourism
Information Technology
Manufacturing

●
●
●

Marketing
Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics
Energy

OR
●
●

Project-Based Research and
Career Prep I or II

(if the course addresses a career from a CTE cluster listed above)

Option B: TEA Business and Industry Program of Study
Courses required to complete a TEA-designated program of study related to STEM selected from the
following:
▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪
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Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources
o Agribusiness
o Animal Science
o Applied Agricultural Engineering
o Environmental and Natural Resources
o Food Science and Technology
o Plant Science
Architecture and Construction
o Architectural Design
o Carpentry
o Construction Management and Inspection
o Electrical
o HVAC and Sheet Metal
o Masonry
o Plumbing and Pipefitting
Arts, Audio/Video Technology and Communications
o Design and Multimedia Arts
o Digital Communications
Business Marketing and Finance
o Accounting and Financial Services
o Business Management
o Entrepreneurship
o Marketing and Sales
Energy
o Oil and Gas Exploration and Production
o Refining and Chemical Processes
Hospitality and Tourism
o Culinary Arts
o Lodging and Resort Management
o Travel, Tourism, and Attractions
Information Technology
o Information Technology Support and Services
o Networking Systems
o Web Development
Manufacturing
o Advanced Manufacturing and Machinery Mechanics

▪

o Manufacturing Technology
o Welding
Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics
o Automotive
o Aviation Maintenance
o Diesel and Heavy Equipment
o Distribution and Logistics

Option C: English
Four English credits by selecting courses to include three levels in one of the following areas:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Public Speaking
Debate
Advanced Broadcast Journalism
Advanced Journalism – Newspaper
Advanced Journalism – Yearbook
Advanced Journalism – Literary Magazine

Option D: Combination
A coherent sequence of four credits from (A), (B) or (C).
(3) Public services. A student may earn a public services endorsement by completing the Foundation plus
Endorsement requirements and one of the following:
Option A: CTE
A coherent sequence of courses for four or more credits in CTE that consists of at least two courses in
the same career cluster and at least one advanced CTE course. The courses may be selected from
●
●
●

CTE Courses OR
Career Development Courses
CTE innovative courses approved by the commissioner of education

The final course in the sequence must be selected from one of the following clusters:
●
●
●
●
●

Education and Training
Government and Public Administration
Health Science
Human Services
Law, Public Safety, Corrections and Security

OR
●
●

Project-Based Research and
Career Prep I or II

(if the course addresses a career from a CTE cluster listed above)
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Option B: TEA Public Services Program of Study
Courses required to complete a TEA-designated program of study related to Public Services selected
from the following:
▪

▪

▪

▪

Education and Training
o Early Learning
o Teaching and Training
Health Science
o Exercise Science and Wellness
o Health Informatics
o Healthcare Diagnostics
o Healthcare Therapeutic
o Medical Therapy
o Nursing Science
Human Services
o Family and Community Services
o Health and Wellness
Law and Public Services
o Emergency Services
o Government and Public Administration
o Law Enforcement
o Legal Studies

Option C: JROTC
Four courses in Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC)
ROTC 1 can also count for the PE credit requirement. If so, the credit will be listed under P.E./Equivalent on the transcript.

(4) Arts and Humanities. A student may earn an Arts and Humanities endorsement by completing the
Foundation plus Endorsement requirements and one of the following:
Option A: Social Studies
Five social studies credits
Option B and C: Language Other than English (LOTE)
(B) Four levels of the same language in a language other than English (LOTE) which may include
Advanced Language for Career Applications OR
(C) Two levels of the same language in a language other than English and two levels of a different
language in a language other than English
Option D: American Sign Language
Four levels of American Sign Language
Option E: Fine Arts
A coherent sequence of four credits by selecting courses from one or two categories or disciplines in Fine
Arts including the following:
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Art
Dance
Music
Music Studies
Theatre
Musical Theatre
Technical Theatre

Marching Band and Dance courses can also count for the PE credit requirement. If so, the credit will be listed under P.E./Equivalent
on the transcript.

Option F: English
Four English elective credits by selecting from the following:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

English IV
Independent Study in English
Literary Genres
Creative Writing
Research and Technical Writing
Humanities
Communication Applications
AP English Literature and Composition
AP English Language and Composition

This endorsement cannot be earned through combining courses from separate Arts & Humanities options.

(5) Multidisciplinary studies. A student may earn a multidisciplinary studies endorsement by completing the
Foundation plus Endorsement requirements and one of the following:
Option A: CTE
Four advanced courses that prepare a student to enter the workforce successfully or postsecondary
education without remediation from within one endorsement area or among endorsement areas that are
not in a coherent sequence.
Option B: Four x Four (4 x 4)
Four credits in each of the four foundation subject areas to include English IV and Chemistry and/or
Physics
Option C: AP or Dual Credit
Four credits in Advanced Placement or Dual Credit selected from English, mathematics, science, social
studies, economics, languages other than English, or Fine Arts

A course completed as part of the set of four courses needed to satisfy an endorsement requirement may also
satisfy a requirement of the FHSP including an elective requirement. The same course may count as part of the
set of four courses for more than one endorsement.
Source: The provisions of this §74.13 adopted to be effective July 8, 2014, 39 TexReg 5149; amended to be effective August 22, 2016, 41
TexReg 5040: amended to be effective August 28, 2017, 42 TexReg 3139; amended to be effective August 27, 2018, 43 TexReg 4190; amended
to be effective August 1, 2019, 44 TexReg 3802; amended to be effective August 1, 2020, 45 TexReg 4178.
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DISTINGUISHED LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT
Class of 2018 and BEYOND
Students first enrolled in the 9th grade in the 2014-2015 school year and thereafter
A student may earn a distinguished level of achievement by successfully completing the curriculum requirements
for the Foundation High School Program and the curriculum requirements for at least one endorsement including
four credits in science and four credits in mathematics to include Algebra II.

PERFORMANCE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
(a) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment on the student's transcript for outstanding performance in a Dual
Credit course by successfully completing:
(1) At least 12 hours of college academic courses, including those taken for Dual Credit as part of the Texas core
curriculum, and advanced technical credit courses, including locally articulated courses, with a grade of the
equivalent of 3.0 or higher on a scale of 4.0; or
(2) An associate degree while in high school
(b) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment on the student's transcript for outstanding performance in
bilingualism and biliteracy as follows:
(1) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment by demonstrating proficiency in accordance with local
school district grading policy in two or more languages by:
(A) completing all English Language Arts requirements and maintaining a minimum grade point average
(GPA) of the equivalent of 80 on a scale of 100; and
(B) satisfying one of the following:
(i) completion of a minimum of three credits in the same language in a language other than
English with a minimum GPA of the equivalent of 80 on a scale of 100; or
(ii) demonstrated proficiency in the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Level IV or higher in
a language other than English with a minimum GPA of the equivalent of 80 on a scale of 100; or
(iii) completion of at least three credits in foundation subject area courses in a language other
than English with a minimum GPA of 80 on a scale of 100; or
(iv) demonstrated proficiency in one or more languages other than English through one of the
following methods:
(I)
(II)
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a score of 3 or higher on a College Board Advanced Placement examination
for a language other than English; or
a score of 4 or higher on an International Baccalaureate* examination for a
higher-level language other than English course; or

(III)

performance on a national assessment of language proficiency in a language
other than English of at least Intermediate High or its equivalent

Note: In GPISD, a "P" earned via credit by exam for LOTE credit is equivalent to the 80% minimum required
for the Bilingual / Biliteracy Performance Acknowledgement.

(2) In addition, to meeting the requirements of (1), to earn a performance acknowledgment in bilingualism and
biliteracy, an English language learner must also have:
(A) participated in and met the exit criteria for a bilingual or English as a second language (ESL) program;
and
(B) scored at the Advanced High level on the Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System
(TELPAS)
(c) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment on the student's transcript for outstanding performance on a
College Board Advanced Placement test or International Baccalaureate* examination by earning:
(1) a score of 3 or above on a College Board Advanced Placement examination; or
(2) a score of 4 or above on an International Baccalaureate* examination
*Note: GPISD does not offer International Baccalaureate courses.

(d) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment on the student's transcript for outstanding performance on the
PSAT®, the ACT AspireTM , the SAT®, or the ACT® by:
(1) earning a score on the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®) that
qualifies the student for recognition as a commended scholar or higher by the College Board and National Merit
Scholarship Corporation, as part of the National Hispanic Recognition Program (NHRP) of the College Board or
as part of the National Achievement Scholarship Program of the National Merit Scholarship Corporation;
(2) achieving the college readiness benchmark score on at least three of the five subject tests on the ACT
AspireTM examination;
(3) earning a total score of at least 1310 on the SAT®; or
(4) earning a composite score on the ACT® examination of 28 (excluding the writing subscore)
(e) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment on his/her transcript for earning a state-recognized or nationally
or internationally recognized business or industry certification or license as follows:
(1) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment with:
(A) performance on an examination or series of examinations sufficient to obtain a nationally or
internationally recognized business or industry certification; or
(B) performance on an examination sufficient to obtain a government-required credential to practice a
profession
(2) Nationally or internationally recognized business or industry certification shall be defined as an industry
validated credential that complies with knowledge and skills standards promulgated by a nationally or
internationally recognized business, industry, professional, or government entity representing a particular
profession or occupation that is issued by or endorsed by:
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(A) a national or international business, industry, or professional organization;
(B) a state agency or other government entity; or
(C) a state-based industry association
(3) Certifications or licensures for performance acknowledgements shall:
(A) be age appropriate for high school students;
(B) represent a student's substantial course of study and/or end-of-program knowledge and skills;
(C) include an industry-recognized examination or series of examinations, an industry-validated skill test,
or demonstrated proficiency through documented, supervised field experience; and
(D) represent substantial knowledge and multiple skills needed for successful entry into a high-skill
occupation.
Source: The provisions of this §74.14 adopted to be effective July 8, 2014, 39 TexReg 5149; amended to be effective August 22, 2016, 41
TexReg 5040; amended to be effective August 27, 2018, 43 TexReg 4190.

College, Career, and Military Readiness (CCMR)
College, career, and military readiness (CCMR) is a component of the Texas A–F Accountability system. Forty percent of
Student Achievement Domain for high school accountability is tied to CCMR indicators for students in addition to STAAR
scores (40%) and graduation rates (20%).
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Grand Prairie ISD College, Career, and Military Readiness
CCMR Component:
College Ready
•

Meet TSI criteria in BOTH reading and math

*Students can use different pieces to meet the criteria any year during high school

•

Meet criteria on AP/IB
o 3 (or higher) on AP exam in any subject, any year during high school
o At least a 4 on IB exam in any subject, any year during high school

•

Complete dual credit courses
o 3 hours in ELAR or Mathematics, any year during high school OR
o 9 hours in any subject, any year during high school

•

Earn an associate’s degree while in high school

•

Complete and earn college credit for any OnRamps course (at least 3 hours), any year during high school

CCMR Component:
Career Ready
•

CCMR Component:
Military Ready

Earn an industry-based
certification (IBC)
Go to https://tea.texas.gov/cte/ for a
list of industry-based certifications

•

Earn a Level I or Level II Certificate
o
o
o

•

ANY workforce education area
Awarded by an Institute of Higher Education
For more information go to
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=51
539629114

Graduate with a completed IEP and workforce
readiness (graduation type codes: 04, 05, 54, or 55)
o
o

•

Enlisting in the US Army, Navy,
Air Force, Coast Guard, or Marines

54: Demonstrated self-help skills to maintain employment
55: Demonstrated mastery of specific employability and selfhelp skills

Graduate under an advanced graduation plan as a
student currently receiving SpEd services
FHSP plus Endorsement or DLA graduation plan
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All students in Grand Prairie ISD use Xello to create their own unique
roadmap toward college, career, and military readiness (CCMR).

Appendix D
GPISD Advanced Placement and Dual Credit
Programs
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HIGH SCHOOL COURSES RECEIVING WEIGHTED GRADE POINTS**
English I Advanced

AP English Language and Composition

English II Advanced

AP English Literature and Composition

Spanish III Advanced

AP Research

Spanish IV Advanced

AP Seminar

French III Advanced

AP Spanish Language

French IV Advanced

AP Spanish Literature I and II

Latin III Advanced

AP French Language

Algebra I Advanced*

AP French Literature

Algebra II Advanced

AP Latin

Geometry Advanced

AP Statistics

Precalculus Advanced

AP Calculus AB

Biology Advanced

AP Calculus BC

Chemistry Advanced

AP Computer Science A

Physics Advanced

AP Computer Science Principles

World Geography Studies Advanced

AP Biology

World History Advanced

AP Chemistry

US History Advanced

AP Environmental Science

*Algebra I Advanced is an accelerated middle school math course only.
For questions, contact GPISD Department of Teaching and Learning.

AP Physics I: Algebra-based
AP Physics II: Algebra-based
AP Physics C
AP World History

** Student athletes may apply to receive a one-time waiver from
UIL suspension in Advanced, Advanced Placement, and Dual
Credit classes if the current grade is between 60-69. Grade
waivers may only be used once per student per semester.
UIL Waiver forms are available with required designated
signatures. See Dean of Students or Counselor.

AP US History
AP Human Geography
AP European History
AP Macroeconomics
AP Microeconomics
AP US Government
AP Comparative Government and Politics
AP Psychology
AP Art History
AP Studio Art – Drawing
AP Studio Art – Two-Dimensional
AP Studio Art – Three-Dimensional
AP Music Theory
Academic Decathlon
All Academic Dual Credit Offerings
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Advanced Placement Program
What is AP? What is Advanced?
Grand Prairie ISD students at the secondary level (6-12) may choose the challenge and rigor of Advanced and Advanced
Placement courses. Advanced courses are vertically aligned to AP courses, and are designed to build the skills and knowledge
that a student will need to be successful in the subsequent AP course. The primary goal of the Advanced/AP Program is to
provide highly motivated students with an academically challenging, fast-paced, and enriched educational experience that will
ultimately prepare them for college success. Participation in AP exams gives students the opportunity to earn college credit
while still in high school. This saves money and time while enrolled in a university.
Advanced Placement courses are under College Board oversight, and every AP instructor is required to have their course
authorized through an AP Audit. Advanced and AP courses are available in the four core content areas (mathematics, English
Language Arts, science, and social studies), world languages, and some fine arts courses. Due to the more rigorous nature of
Advanced and AP courses, students earn weighted grade points (see page 10). Students can see specific course titles and
descriptions in the catalog under course listings, and should check with their counselor to see which AP courses are offered on
their campus.
What are the benefits of Advanced and AP?
The benefits of the Advanced/AP Program are numerous. In fact, research has shown that students who participate in AP
courses outperform their peers in college, particularly in grades and graduation rates. Colleges and universities value students
who choose to enroll in the most challenging courses available for them. AP courses on a transcript demonstrate to colleges
that students are intellectually curious, unafraid of hard work, and capable of acquiring the knowledge and skills that will be
expected at the college level. AP exam scores provide further proof that students are ready for the college experience. More
than 90 percent of colleges across the nation currently offer AP credit for exam scores, saving students and their families
thousands of dollars in college tuition, fees, and textbooks costs. Finally, the benefits of the AP Program extend beyond
receiving college credit for exam performance. Advanced and AP courses encourage students to think critically and creatively,
and to fine-tune analytical skills. Students learn how to manage their time as they deal with college prep and college-level work
and develop independent study skills.
What questions should students ask themselves before enrolling in an Advanced or AP course?
●
●
●
●
●
●

Have you completed pre-requisite coursework (if applicable)?
How well do you work independently?
How will you manage your time to accommodate the increased homework, reading, and writing that are part of the
Advanced and AP curriculum?
How hard are you willing to work to be successful in the course? Do your current grades in this subject area reflect this
willingness?
What specific questions might you ask the Advanced or AP teacher of the course prior to enrolling?
What is your ultimate goal for entering a Advanced or AP course? Weighted grade points alone will not prepare students
for the rigors of college. Working hard to master complex concepts and content will.

Other factors to consider:
● Advanced courses are the best way to prepare students for the rigor of AP coursework.
● Due to the faster pace and more challenging nature of Advanced/AP classes, students may initially experience a drop
in grades. Over time, students generally adjust to the rigor and pace.
● Additional support and encouragement from parents and teachers are important to help the student persist when a
course becomes challenging.
What are the expectations in an AP course?
AP students should expect:
● Extensive reading and writing assignments
● Independent research and study
● To be motivated and ready to push themselves academically and intellectually
● To engage in subject matter at a deeper level, including analysis and synthesis of the material
● To take the AP exam in May to demonstrate their acquisition of the concepts and skills mastered in the course
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What do I need to know about AP exams? Why should I take an AP exam?
Although they are not required to, GPISD students who are enrolled in an AP course are highly encouraged to register for the
AP exam in May. These exams are structured to measure depth of knowledge, completeness of thought, and synthesis of
ideas, and are an excellent indicator of college readiness. A large number of colleges and universities across the country award
college credit based on a student’s AP exam scores. Exams are graded on a five-point scale with credit typically being awarded
for a score of 3 or higher.
Where can I find out about how much college credit I can receive for my AP score?
Score requirements and the number of hours awarded varies by institution, so students are encouraged to go online to the
College Board (at https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies) to investigate AP score
policies at their college or university of choice. A new Texas law will require the state’s colleges and universities to give credit
for scores of three or higher on many AP tests, but makes provision for higher score requirements for some courses that are
pre-requisite courses.
How can I qualify to be an AP Scholar?
Each year the College Board recognizes high school students who have demonstrated college-level achievement through
Advanced Placement courses and exams. A notation is made on their AP Grade Reports sent to colleges the following fall.
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●

AP Scholar
Awarded to students who receive scores of 3 or higher on three or more AP exams

●

AP Scholar with Honor
Awarded to students who receive an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher
on four or more of these exams

●

AP Scholar with Distinction
Awarded to students who receive an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on
five or more of these exams

●

AP State Scholar
Awarded to one male and one female student in each U.S. state with scores of 3 or higher on the greatest number of
AP exams, and then the highest average score (at least 3.5) on all AP exams taken

●

National AP Scholar
Awarded to students in the U.S. who receive an average score of at least 4 on all AP exams taken, and scores of 4 or
higher on eight or more of these exams
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Dual Credit Overview
Dual Credit, Concurrent Enrollment, CTE Dual Credit, On Ramps Courses
Dual Credit
According to The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB), Dual credit allows a
high school student to earn college credit and high school credit concurrently. Academic dual
credit in Grand Prairie ISD may be awarded through various partnering institutions of higher
learning, while our Career and Technology dual credit is awarded through Dallas College. For
more details about what is dual credit visit the Texas Education Agency Dual Credit Frequently
Asked Questions.
Concurrent Enrollment allows high school students in grades 9-12 the opportunity to take
college level courses after the regular school day at a local college campus. Concurrent
Enrollment classes go on students’ college transcripts but are not reflected on students’ high
school transcript. Parents are financially responsible for all concurrent courses students take
during high school.
CTE Dual Credit can be applied toward a degree program at any community college or
university with which the District has established a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).
Credits might transfer to other colleges or universities depending on whether the accepting
college/university determines that dual credit coursework will be honored.
OnRamps is an innovative dual-enrollment program that brings rigorous courses aligned with
the high standards and expectations of The University of Texas at Austin.

What is expected of a Dual Credit student?
Dual Credit students are college students. As such, are expected to meet college expectations
in and outside of the classroom. While college classes are fun and enlightening, students must
change to a college-focused mindset to be successful.
In college:
• Students are responsible for completing all assignments on time and making up missed
classes.
• Students are responsible for keeping up with syllabus.
• Students are responsible for managing study time.
• Students are responsible for balancing and prioritizing time between dual credit classes.
• Students are responsible for meeting ALL deadlines, including semester drop deadlines.
• Students are responsible for the grades earned.
• Students are responsible for adhering to the college Code of Conduct.
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• Students are responsible for understanding the policies for academic dishonesty for the
college.
• Ultimately, students are responsible for their success in Dual Credit.
Where are GPISD ISD dual credit courses taught?
College courses offered for dual credit may be taught at the college campus or the high school
campus by credentialed instructors; that is, instructors must be qualified according to criteria
established by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS). Courses offered for
dual credit include the same content and rigor as courses taught to other college students,
utilizing the same instructors, curriculum, and policies.
Dual credit students are awarded final grades based on the policy of the enrolled
college/university.
• Dallas College: Beginning Spring 2020, Dallas Colege Board of Trustees implemented
a revised course grade policy that provides a numerical grade at the conclusion of each
course. Final numeric grades will appear in Skyward and be reflected on the high school
transcript. Dallas College student transcripts will only display the final letter grades.
• Partnering Colleges/Universities that provide numerical grades: Final grades will be
determined based on the same protocol used for Dallas College’s final grades as
described in the previous bullet.
• Partnering College/Universities that award letter grades: Final grades will be
awarded based on the following chart. The corresponding awarded numeric grade will
be displayed in Skyward and reflected on the high school transcript.

College Numerical Grade
100 - 90
89 - 80
79 - 70
69 - 60
< 60

GPISD Numerical Equivalent
Grade
95
85
75
65
59

According to district grading policies any grade below a 69 is considered failing. Therefore,
if a student earns a grade of a 69 or below in a dual credit course, he/she may receive college
credit but will not receive high school credit. This would result in the student having to retake
the high school equivalent course.
How do Dual Credit courses impact athletic eligibility?
According to UIL rules, dual credit courses are eligible for UIL exemptions, but due to the
Limited number of grades issued in these college courses, students may not have the
Opportunity to become UIL eligibility after a failing midterm grade.
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How many grades are issued in a Dual Credit Course?
Dual credit courses are actual college courses and therefore follow the traditional college
requirements for grades issued to students. As a result, students should expect a midterm
grade, a final grade, in addition to at least two grades per grading period. It is at the discretion
of the dual credit instructor to issue additional grades to students.
When are dual credit grades communicated with parents?
Dual enrollment/credit students are college students and subject to the federal Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). FERPA (Family Education Rights and Privacy
Act, 1974) is a privacy law designed to protect a student’s educational records. FERPA gives
parents rights to their children’s educational records in grades K-12, but those rights transfer
to the student once they enroll at a college or university.
How do Dual Enrollment/Credit classes impact rank and advanced measures?
Dual enrollment/credit courses, along with AP courses, have the highest weighted rank factor
(5.0).
Dual Credit Attendance Policy
Students are allowed a maximum of two weeks of absences, and for each unexcused absence
over the free absences, the final grade will be reduced by 10% (one letter grade).
Assessments Requirement
Dual credit students will not be required to take District assessment.
Who pays the tuition for dual credit courses?
College or University

Tuition Costs

Textbooks

Dallas County Community
College District Courses

*Tuition is waived by
DCCCD

The District pays for student
textbooks during the school
year.

University of Texas at
Arlington Courses

*Tuition is reduced at a
rate of $150 per course

The District pays for student
textbooks during the school
year.

*Grand Prairie ISD only covers the cost for courses that are outlined in the Memoranda of
Understanding with the colleges and universities.
Who pays the tuition and fees for a student to repeat a dual credit course?
If a student must repeat a dual credit course, all financial obligations are the responsibility of
the parents.
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Who pays for required textbooks for dual credit courses?
Grand Prairie ISD pays for textbooks during the academic year through district purchasing
procedures. Students enrolled in a summer or May/Winter term college course the district
does not purchase the textbooks and students are responsible for the purchase of all
textbooks.
If a student is already enrolled in a GPISD Dual Credit Program, what does he/she
need to do for next year?
Students should complete the dual credit checklist and meet with their counselor to ensure
eligibility for desired dual credit courses. If a student withdraws from a dual credit course
and wants to take a dual credit course in a further semester, the student must complete the
dual credit enrollment form again and meet all Dual Credit deadlines.
Winter/May Term
Students may enroll in Winter/May Term courses for credit recovery for dropped or
Incomplete dual credit courses.
IMPORTANT: Students must receive approval from a high school counselor in order to
participate in the Dual Credit program. Any course that is not required for graduation or
necessary for CTE Pathway completion will not appear on the student’s high school
transcript.
Dual Credit Eligibility
To participate in the Dual Credit program, a high school student must have a high school
counselor’s approval and meet the following general requirements:
● Grade Level Eligibility: Be enrolled in good standing in high school
● Course Prerequisites Eligibility: Meet dual credit course prerequisites
● Test Scores Eligibility: Meet minimum test scores
Grade Level Eligibility
High school students may be enrolled in multiple courses, but it is recommended that
students enroll in no more than two dual credit courses per semester. It is also
recommended that 9th grade students complete at least one semester of high school before
enrolling in dual credit courses to properly adjust to high school before taking on college
level coursework.
Course Prerequisites /Eligibility
To be eligible for enrollment in a dual credit course offered by a public college, students
must meet all the college's regular prerequisite requirements designated for that course
(e.g., minimum score on a specified placement test, minimum grade in a specified previous
course, etc.)
Eligibility for continued participation in the Dual Credit program requires satisfactory
academic performance at the high school; earned grades of A, B or C in all college courses;
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and parental and school approval for each subsequent semester of enrollment. A student
who earns grades of W, D or F may not be eligible for future dual credit courses or may
have restrictions.
Test Score Eligibility
A student must demonstrate outstanding academic performance and capability (as evidenced
by achieving or exceeding the minimum college readiness standards on PLAN, SAT, ACT,
or TSIA 2.0 Assessment).
State of Texas requirements are outlined below:
● Students must complete a pre-assessment activity and practice test prior to taking the
official Texas Success Initiative 2.0 (TSIA2) tests.
● To be eligible for enrollment in a dual credit course offered by a public college, students
must meet all the college's regular prerequisite requirements designated for that course
(e.g., minimum score on a specified placement test, minimum grade in a specified
previous course, etc.)
The Texas Assessment Initiative Assessment 2.0 (TSIA2) is the assessment instrument
used to determine college readiness for non-exempt students, as required by the Texas
Success Initiative. TSIA2 helps determine whether a student is ready for college-level
coursework in English language arts and reading (ELAR) and mathematics. The results
of TSIA2, in conjunction with your academic background, goals, and interests, are used
by academic advisors and counselors to place students in the appropriate courses that
match their achievement level.
TSIA2 ELAR

TSIA2 MATH

A score in the range of 945–990 on the
ELAR CRC Test and a score of at least
5 on the Essay Test or an ELAR CRC
Test score below 945 and an ELAR
Diagnostic Test score of 5 or 6 and an
Essay Test score of 5 or higher.

A score in the range of 950–990 on
the Mathematics CRC Test or a
Mathematics CRC Test score below
950 and a Mathematics Diagnostic
Test score of 6.

Based on performance, a student may either be enrolled in a college level course or be
Placed in the appropriate developmental course or intervention to improve skills and
prepare for success in college-level courses. There are two components of the program:
1. An assessment to diagnose students’ basic skills in reading, mathematics, and
writing; and
2. Developmental instruction to strengthen academic skills that need improvement.
ACT/SAT/PSAT Qualifying Scores

ACT
SAT
PSAT/NMSQT
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English 19+ Math 19+ Composite 23+
480 on the Evidenced-Based Reading and Writing
530 on Mathematics
460 on English
510 on Mathematics

A high school student is also eligible to enroll in academic dual credit courses that
require demonstration of TSIA college readiness in reading and/or writing by
achieving:
•
•
•
•

ACT Plan - 23 Composite Score 19 or higher in English
ACT Inspire – 435
English II STAAR EOC – Level 2 – 4000
English III STARR EOC - Level 2 – 4000

A high school student is eligible to enroll in academic dual credit course(s) that require
demonstration of TSIA college readiness in math by achieving:
•
•
•
•

Algebra 1 STARR - 4000 and passing grade of C or higher in Algebra II
Algebra II STAAR EOC - Level 2 – 4000
ACT PLAN - 23 Composite Score / 19 or higher in Math
ACT Inspire – 435

https://www1.dcccd.edu/catalog/GeneralInfo/HighSchool/hs_dual.cfm

CTE Dual Credit Eligibility
A high school student is eligible to enroll in workforce education dual credit courses
contained in a Level Two Certificate or applied associate degree program under the
following conditions:
Courses that require demonstration of TSI readiness in reading and/or writing by
achieving:
• ACT Plan - 23 Composite Score 19 or higher in English
• ACT Inspire – 435
• English II STAAR EOC – Level 2 4000
• English III STARR EOC - Level 2 – 4000
Courses that require demonstration of TSI college readiness in mathematics:
• Algebra 1 STARR - 4000 and passing grade of C or higher in Algebra II
• Algebra II STAAR EOC - Level 2 - 4000
• ACT PLAN - 23 Composite Score / 19 or higher in Math
Dual credit students may receive the level-one certificate waiver. A high school student
enrolled in Level I Certificate is exempt from TSI for course enrollment. Students are
still required to demonstrate college, career, and military readiness prior to high school
graduation. This waiver is not made available to the Early College High School students
or to students who are seeking an associate degree or level-two certificate.
Note: Grand Prairie ISD does not administer the Algebra II STARR EOC or the English III STAAR EOC.

What courses are considered dual credit?
It is the responsibility of the Grand Prairie ISD and college to ensure that the following
requirements are met and specified in the written agreement.
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1. Courses offered for dual credit by public, two- year, associate-degree-granting
Institutions must be identified as college-level academic courses in the current edition
of the THECB’s Lower Division Academic Course Guide Manual (ACGM) or as
college-level technical education courses in the current edition of the board’s
Workforce Education Course Manual (WECM).
2. Courses offered for dual credit by public universities must be in the approved
Undergraduate course inventory of the university. Public colleges may not offer
remedial or developmental courses for dual credit under state law.
3. Courses offered for dual credit must provide advanced academic instruction that
allows for mastery of the TEKS for the appropriate high school course and that
goes beyond or into greater depth than TEKS.
Who is responsible for the content of a course offered for dual credit?
Dual credit courses are college courses, the college is responsible for the content.
However, because the high school is also awarding credit, Grand Prairie ISD is
responsible for ensuring that the student has an opportunity to master the TEKS.
The district may do so through a review of the course syllabus as it is taught at the
partner institution. If it is determined that all TEKS are not included in the course,
the district may work with the institution of higher education to enhance the course
and/or may provide supplemental instruction.
Eligibility for Continued Participation
Eligibility for continued participation in the Dual Credit program requires satisfactory
academic performance at the high school; earned grades of A, B, or C in all college
courses; and parental and school approval for each subsequent semester of enrollment.
A student who earns grades of W, D and/or F may not be eligible for future dual
credit courses or may have restrictions.
High school counselors conduct individual conferences with students enrolled in dual
credit courses to ensure the students are progressing in their dual credit course(s).
Students who decide to withdraw must submit the required withdrawal form to the
College Dual Credit/Concurrent Enrollment office by the published deadline.
Students who decide to withdraw must submit the required withdrawal form to the
College Dual Credit/Concurrent Enrollment office by the published deadline.
What is a course equivalency crosswalk (also referred to as an articulation chart)?
The course equivalency crosswalk is an officially approved document that matches
coursework between schools and/or establishes procedures for reviewing courses that
may be offered for dual credit. The course equivalency crosswalk is a part of the Grand
Prairie ISD MOU with the college/university.
Who may teach a dual credit college course?
Dual credit teachers must be regularly employed faculty members of the college or
must meet the same or equivalent standards, including minimal requirements of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS), and approval procedures used
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by the college to select faculty responsible for teaching the same courses to non- high
school students at the college. Only colleges/universities may authorize/credential a
Grand Prairie ISD teacher to teach dual credit courses.
What certifications must a teacher have to teach a course for dual credit?
For college-level academic courses, the SACS requires a master’s degree or doctoral
Degree with 18 graduate hours in the discipline being taught. For workforce education
courses, SACS require a bachelor’s degree in the discipline or an associate’s degree
plus demonstrated competencies in the discipline. When districts partner with technical
or community colleges to offer dual credit, including local or statewide articulated
Career and Technical Education (CTE) courses, the postsecondary faculty must meet
SACS teacher requirements. Only colleges/universities may authorize/credential
a Grand Prairie ISD teacher to teach dual credit courses.
Who is responsible for determining what credit(s) are earned by the student?
The college is responsible for the college course material and awards the college credit
Upon successful completion of the course. The GPISD Executive Director of
Curriculum and Instruction, Executive Director of CTE, and Executive Director of
Fine Arts will determine the specific high school credit that will be awarded for the
college course.
Note - Counselors exercise caution when scheduling dual credit courses to ensure that students’
graduation plans do not contain duplicate high school course credit.

How many Dual Credit courses can a student take?
Students can take as many courses as approved by their high school counselor.
However, it is recommended that students take no more than two classes per semester
during fall/spring term and one class per session in summer, unless they are in an
ECHS program. Additional restrictions on a student’s schedule may apply based on
academic standing.
Acceptable Scholastic Performance
Acceptable scholastic performance, also known as Good Standing, is based upon
grade point average (GPA). Semester GPA and GPA (1) determine academic standing
and are computed at the end of each semester.
Good Standing: Good Standing is awarded to students maintaining a cumulative/
overall GPA (1) of 2.0 or higher. Students who do not earn an overall GPA (1) of 2.0
or higher are placed on Probation One.
Suspension (SUSP): Students on Suspension are ineligible to enroll in credit courses
in the subsequent semester or session of enrollment (Fall Semester, Spring Semester
or Summer Session).
Probation One (PROB1): Students on Probation One may have the total number of
credit hours limited and may be required to register for specific courses. Students on
Probation One must earn a semester GPA of at least 2.0 or withdraw from any
coursework attempted. Students that meet the semester requirement will remain on
Probation One until their cumulative GPA (1) is 2.0 or higher. Students with a standing
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of PROB1 who do not meet the semester requirement will be placed on Suspension.
Probation Two (PROB2): Students readmitted after Suspension will be placed on
Probation Two. Students on Probation Two may have the total number of credit hours
limited and may be required to register for specific courses. Students on Probation
Two must earn a semester GPA of at least 2.0 or withdraw from any coursework
attempted. Students that meet the semester requirement remain on Probation Two
until their cumulative GPA (1) is 2.0 or higher. Students with a standing of PROB2
who do not meet the semester requirement will be placed on Academic Dismissal.
It is the student's responsibility to understand and comply with the college's
academic standings and procedures of the institution.
It is the student's responsibility to understand and comply with the college's academic
standings and procedures of the institution.
Dallas College Data Dictionary
GRADES https://www1.dcccd.edu/catalog/GeneralInfo/Grad esTranscripts/gpa.cf
GPA2 is the GPA calculated for college level credits only. (GPA1 would include
developmental and college level credits. GPA1 is not included in this report.)
A-F course grades
N – Same as grade of F but noted with N due to non-attendance for financial aid
purposes.
I – Incomplete – contract required to meet completion requirements or grade
changes to F.
NR – Not Reported. Instructor missed grading deadline. Dependent on instructor
to turn in grades.
W – Student dropped course after census date.
# - the number sign after a grade indicates credit as an Honors course.
ACADR - Academic Recognition
VPHR – Vice President’s Honor Roll
PRHR – President’s Honor Roll
Academic Dismissal (DISM): Students on Academic Dismissal are not eligible to
enroll in credit courses for a period of 12 months.
Probation Three (PROB3): Students readmitted after Dismissal will be placed on
Probation Three. Students on Probation Three may have the total number of credit hours
limited and may be required to register for specific courses. Students on Probation Three
must earn a semester GPA of at least 2.0 or withdraw from any coursework attempted.
Students that meet the semester requirement remain on Probation Three until their
cumulative GPA (1) is 2.0 or higher. Students with a standing of PROB3 who do not
meet the semester requirement will be placed on Indefinite Dismissal.
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Indefinite Academic Dismissal (IDIS): Students on Indefinite Academic Dismissal
are not eligible to enroll for 12 months and are only eligible to enroll after that period
upon the recommendation of the chief student affairs officer or designee.
Satisfactory Academic Progress is measured at the end of each period of enrollment.
Students must have a least a 2.0 GPA on their transcript to be eligible for financial aid
after they graduate. Some financial aid programs have specific requirements.
Full-time students who complete at least 12 hours of college-level credit and earn a
grade point average of 3.5 - 3.79 are listed on the Vice President's Honor Roll.
Fulltime students who complete at least 12 hours of college-level credit and average
3.8 - 4.0 are placed on the President's Honor Roll. Part-time students who take six
to 11 college-level credit hours and maintain a 3.5 or higher grade point average
are placed on the Academic Recognition List.GPA(2) is used to determine academic
recognition.
For more information on satisfactory Academic Progress visit the Dallas College
Website.
What is a College Transcript?
A student’s college transcript will show the following information:
● A chronological listing of all credit courses taken
● Texas Success Initiative (TSI) status
● Texas Core Curriculum information
● Institution previously attended
● Degrees and certificates earned
● Texas Field of Study curriculum information
● Academic status
● Grade point average (GPA)
● Overall hours earned
● Accreditation information
A student is required to submit a college transcript to their counselor for grades to be
uploaded to Skyward to be reflected on their high school transcript.
How to Drop a Dual Credit Course?
Before Census Date
(12th Day of Class)

Process for
Dropping
Course
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Prior to the Census Date (a date
specified by the college as the official
student enrollment date), a student must
simply inform his/her counselor. No
Dual Credit Drop Form from the
student is needed before the Census
Date.

After Census Date
After the Census Date, a student
must complete a College or
University drop form (DCCCD drop
form) so the withdrawal from the
dual credit course can be properly
processed. Failure to complete both
drop forms could result in an F on a
student’s college transcript. Read
Facts About Dropping Classes.

What are the consequences of
dropping a Dual Credit course at the
beginning of the semester?

Consequence
for
Dropping
Courses

Transfer Grades
After Dropping
Courses

For high school dual credit courses,
changes and/or drops can occur only
within the first ten days of the semester.
If you drop or withdraw before the
official drop/withdrawal deadline, you
will receive a grade of W (Withdraw) in
each class dropped until the seventh
unacceptable drop. You will earn a grade
of WF for the seventh unacceptable
drop, and each
unacceptable drop after that. A grade of
WF will be calculated in your GPA as an
F. The deadline for receiving a W is
indicated on the academic calendar and
the current class schedule. After the
Census Date, a penalty will be reflected
on the student’s college transcript.

What grade does the student receive
after dropping a dual credit course at
the beginning of the semester?
If a student doesn’t receive a transfer
grade from the dual credit instructor, the
transfer grade is automatically set at a
70 for the high school course.

What are the consequences of
dropping a Dual Credit course
after the first ten days of a
semester and prior to the official
Last Day to Withdraw or drop
date?
The College or University will
publicize a specific Last Day to
Withdraw date each semester.
Withdrawals after the Census Date
and prior to the official
Withdrawal date will result in a
withdrawal (W) on the student’s
college transcript. A W has no
academic consequences; however, if
a student has more than the 6
allowed Ws in his/her college
career, a student’s admission to
college and/or
financial aid could be affected.
What are the consequences of
dropping a Dual Credit course
after the official Last Day to
Withdraw/Drop date?
Withdrawals after the official dropdate will result in a failing grade on
the student’s transcript.
What grade does the student
receive after dropping a dual
credit
course after the drop date?
If a student doesn’t receive a
transfer grade from the dual credit
instructor, the transfer grade is
automatically set at a 70 for the high
school course.

A student’s college transcript, and the grade earned in class will be a part of a student’s
permanent college record.
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Students who earn and accept college credit in an OnRamps course may request a transcript from UT
Austin's Office of the Registrar, Transcript Services and have it sent to their chosen higher education
institution. Students will not automatically receive a transcript.
Students must wait until the final course grade is recorded with the Office of the Registrar before ordering
a transcript. Students may use the Registrar's See My Grades application to confirm their course grade is
posted to their UT Austin transcript.
OnRamps students may use the online transcript ordering system for the three months following the end of
their course. While transcripts can be requested electronically during this time period, they cannot be sent
electronically to the receiving institution, so it is necessary to complete the 3rd Party Mailing Address section
of the form.
After the three-month period, OnRamps students must use the transcript order form and email it to
transcripts@austin.utexas.edu; or fax it to 512-475-7681. The Registrar charges $20 for each transcript
requested.
For additional information about how to order a UT Austin transcript, visit the Office of the Registrar's
website.
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Understanding the similarities and differences between Advanced Placement (AP), Dual Credit,
and Dual Enrollment (UT OnRamps) courses can assist students in creating a plan for acquiring
college credit while still in high school. These courses are not mutually exclusive, and many
students choose to participate in any combination of AP, Dual Credit, and/or OnRamps courses
while enrolled in high school.

Advanced Placement (AP)

Dual Credit (DC)

Dual Enrollment
(UT On Ramps Program)

Description

AP Coursework is a College
Board Program that allows
students to take collegelevel courses and exams in
hope that the student may
potentially earn college
credit or placement while
still in high school. AP
Coursework also
demonstrates rigor.
AP Course Selection

Dual Credit allows students to
simultaneously earn high
school and college credit by
successfully completing Dallas
County Community College
District college courses
* Dallas County College
District and
UT Arlington partnership

Dual Enrollment allows
students to earn high school
and potentially earn college
credit while still in high
school.

College Credit

AP courses prepare students
for an AP exam while
awarding high school credit.
Generally, AP exam results
of a 3.0 or better are
accepted at most colleges.
AP credit towards program
requirements is dependent
on the college or university.
Individual colleges and
universities, not the College
Board nor the AP program,
grant course credit and
placement.
AP Course Credit

College credit is awarded
when the student successfully
passes the course with a
C. When a student drops a
course, it is noted on their
college transcript.
Completed college course
transcript can also affect
FASFA eligibility later.
*limitations for dropped
courses

Students receive weighted
high school credit when they
successfully complete the
course. Students also
receive college credit if they
qualify for and pass the
college portion of the
course. By second semester,

College/University Accepted throughout the
Acceptance
nation. Usually requires a
score of 3 or higher on AP
exam. See individual
college/university for their
policy.

Accepted at public colleges
and universities in Texas, and
many private
institutions. Check with your
individual college for
academic requirements.

OnRamps college course
credit is accepted at any
public university or college in
Texas as well as many
private and non-Texas
institutions.

Location

AP courses are taught on the
GPISD campus

Some dual credit courses are
taught on GPISD, DCCCD
campus, or UT Arlington

UT On Ramps Dual
Enrollment courses are
taught on GPISD campuses

Eligibility

Open to any
student. Students are
expected to have the skills

Students must qualify by
taking the Texas Success

Open to students who show
high achievement in the
regular (non-AP) classroom,
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students earn the right to move
on to gain college credit based on
grades. Otherwise, students will
continue in the course and gain
high school credit

Check with individual college for
academic
requirements.

and knowledge from prior
Pre-AP courses, and be
motivated to work outside
the school day on college
level material.
AP classes can be as
challenging as introductory
college courses. They are fastpaced, cover more material
than regular classes, and
require independent work like
research and analysis. Getting
a dose of a college-level
curriculum early on could ease
a student’s transition from
high school senior to first-year
college student.

Initiative (TSI) test or by being
exempt from the test.
SAT minimum score of 480
on the Evidenced-Based
Reading and Writing (EBRW)
serves an exemption for both
reading and writing sections;
a minimum score of 530 on
the math serves as exemption
for the math section
PSAT score of 460 on the
evidence-based reading and
writing (EBRW) test on a
PSAT/NMSQT exam. Score of
510 on the math test on a
PSAT/NMSQT serves an
exemption for the math
section of TSI

but who wish to experience
a college-level course, and
are motivated to work
outside of the school day on
college level material.
Students who have
previously taken an
advanced academic course
may also take these courses.
Students are expected to
complete assignments online and take initiative to
study outside the classroom.

The TSI test is offered free of
charge in GPISD, or for a fee
at DCCCD campuses.
Cost

AP courses are free. There is
a fee for the corresponding
AP exams. This fee is
reduced for students who
qualify for the free/reduced
meal program.

Dual Credit courses at
DCCCD campuses are
currently free with a tuition
waiver, providing the student
is meeting Satisfactory
Academic Progress (SAP)

UT OnRamps Dual
Enrollment courses are free.

Textbooks

Provided by the school

Textbook purchase required
for off-campus courses. On
Campus courses is provided
by school district.

Provided by the school.

Impact on high
school GPA

5.0 class

5.0 class

5.0 class
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Parent/Guardian Notification of
Benefits of the Foundation plus Endorsement Graduation Plan

Date:
Dear Parents/Guardians of ___________________,
House Bill 5 requires counselors to provide information to students and their parents/guardians explaining the benefits
of the Foundation plus Endorsement Plan for graduation before a student is permitted to choose to graduate without an
Endorsement. The purpose of this correspondence is to ensure that students and their parents/guardians are informed
about the benefits of graduating with one or more Endorsements.
Most of the very best jobs available now and in the future, require education and training beyond a high school diploma.
Whether a student intends to pursue a high-demand industry workforce credential from a community or technical college
or a traditional four-year degree from a university, the choices made in high school will determine his/her future options.
To prepare now for the transition to post-high school education or quality workforce training, it is important for a high
school student to choose and take the right classes. The benefits of graduating from Grand Prairie ISD with an
Endorsement include:
Relevance: An Endorsement consists of a related series of courses that are grouped together by interest or
skill set. Since the Endorsement is chosen by the student based on his/her interest, the Endorsement curriculum
provides the student in-depth knowledge of the subject areas that are relevant to the student and his/her future
college major or career choice.
College Readiness: Completing the curriculum requirements for an Endorsement allows the student to be
prepared for college-level coursework at community/technical colleges and universities.
Opportunity: Since the Endorsement offers a student a strong foundation in an area of study, he/she has
an opportunity for immediate enrollment in classes related to his/her chose field of study and the ability to
successfully complete an industry workforce credential or college degree.
Additional information regarding the benefits of graduating with an endorsement are available in the Graduation Toolkit.
A copy can of the Graduation Toolkit can be downloaded from the Texas Education Agency website at
http://tea.texas.gov/communications/brochures.aspx.
If a student and his/her parent choose to opt-out of the Endorsement requirement for graduation, the parent must
confirm receipt of this notice by entering his/her signature in the appropriate space on the attached Endorsement OptOut Agreement and return the Agreement to the school counselor on the campus in which your child is enrolled.
If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s graduation plan, please contact his or her school counselor
immediately.
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GPISD Early Graduation Application
GPISD students who wish to graduate mid-year or an academic year early must submit an application requesting permission. Upon review of the application and transcript by the
campus administrator and counselor, the student will be notified of the decision within two school days. Please read the description of each case and condition carefully. If you have any
additional questions, please contact your school administrator. Early Graduation Applications will not be considered the semester for which graduation is requested.

Early Graduation (Six semesters): For a student to graduate prior to his or her designated class, the student must meet the following
conditions:
●
Show satisfactory mastery of high school academic skills and concepts
●
Meet the state testing requirements
●
Complete 26 credits to include all Foundation High School Plan (FHSP) requirements plus the requirements for
at least one endorsement including the additional math and science credits
●
Complete the additional graduation requirements outlined by HB5 and the Texas Administrative Code:
●

●
●

Demonstrated proficiency, as determined by GPISD, in delivering clear verbal messages; choosing effective nonverbal
behaviors; listening for desired results; applying valid critical-thinking and problem-solving processes; and identifying,
analyzing, developing, and evaluating communication skills needed for professional and social success in interpersonal
situations, group interactions, and personal and professional presentations.
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) training
Instruction on Proper Interaction with Peace Officers

Upon approval of the early graduation application, the student will be reclassified as a senior at semester if eligible.
Students who plan to complete college admission requirements early in their high school career are encouraged to meet with their school
counselor regarding all local requirements prior to the beginning of the fifth semester.
Mid-Year (January) Graduation (After seven semesters): Seniors who wish to graduate at the mid-year of their senior year should
consult their school counselor regarding graduation credits and all local requirements prior to the beginning of the sixth semester. To
graduate mid-year, a student must complete all requirements and meet all conditions listed for Early Graduation).
Parent/Court Appointed Guardian Request:
I hereby request permission for my son/daughter,
, to select an alternative graduation date. My student would like to
request to graduate (circle one) EARLY/MID-YEAR. Our signatures certify that we have communicated with the counselor, have reviewed the academic
record, and believe this action to be in our student’s best interest; that we are fully aware that the student will no longer be enrolled in school and will abide by the
following conditions and stipulations:
● The student will lose the right to participate in any extracurricular activity, including athletics, plays, etc.
● The student will lose any access to benefits afforded to students who are enrolled, including bus transportation, participation in free/reduced
price meal program, and special programs and services
● The student will lose the right to be on campus except as a visitor and under conditions which apply to all visitors
● The student will lose right to qualify for the National Merit Scholarship
● The student will lose right to qualify for college/university level scholarships with early deadlines
● The student will lose the right to participate in the School Day SAT administered on campus
We understand that the student will be allowed to participate in senior activities, graduation rehearsals and the graduation ceremony. However, students who violate
the Code of Conduct may jeopardize their participation in any of these activities.
We understand that funding for the Early High School Graduation Scholarship is no longer available.
We give our permission for the school to make any necessary changes to schedule as deemed by administrative and counseling staff.
___________________________________________
Student’s Full Name and Campus ID

_____________________________________________
Parent’s Signature

____________
Date

Administrative/Guidance Record Review Statement:
We have reviewed the student’s request to participate on a different graduation schedule. Based on our document review, we APPROVE / DENY
the student’s request for EARLY / MID-YEAR graduation.
___________________________________________
Administrator’s Printed Name and Signature

_____________________________________________
Counselor’s Printed Name and Signature

____________
Date

___________________________________________
Principal’s Printed Name and Signature

_____________________________________________
Area Superintendent’s Printed Name and Signature

____________
Date
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