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Give yourself plenty of time to read
the requirements for each scholarship
carefully and fill out the application.
Scholarships are a numbers game, so
you should apply early and often to
maximize your chances of winning.

Full Ride Scholarship Program:
- $40,000.00

Scholar’s Program
Scholar’s program provide financial resources
mentorship and academic support to students for
4 years. Applicants must excel academically, show
exceptional leadership potential and make an impact
on their communities through service to others.

www.tomjoynerfoundation.org

GE-Reagan Foundation Scholarship:
- $40,000.00

www.reaganfoundation.org

Hunt Leadership Program (SMU):
- $180,000.00

www.smu.edu/hunt

Jackie Robinson Scholars Program:
- $40,000.00

www.jackierobinson.org

Ron Brown Scholar Program:
- $40,000.00

www.ronbrown.org

ScholarShot:
- $24,000.00

www.scholarshot.org

Going Merry
www.goingmerry.com

Free scholarship search and application
platform. Personalized matching and
thousands of scholarships.

Big Future by The Board
www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org

Allows students to search for scholarships,
financial aid, and internships from more than
2,200 programs, totaling nearly $6 billion.

College Greenlight
www.collegegreenlight.com

Free college and scholarship search site
that has been built for students just like you.

Scholarship Search
Engines
United Negro College Fund
www.unfc.org

UNFC has raised more than $4.7 billion and helped
more than 445,000 students and counting not just
attend college, but thrive, graduate and become
leaders

Hispanic Scholarship Fund
www.hsf.net/scholarship

Awards are based on merit; amounts range from
$500 to $5,000, based on relative need, among
the Scholars selected. (Opens Jan. 1st)
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Access the College Planning Tools

To begin with, go to College Planning from the Goals & Plans link in the top menu on the
Dashboard. This page is a central hub to view all the applications you’re tracking, and local
scholarships available. Or check our Knowledge Hub with topics to help you plan for college.

Create an Application to Track

Click Create Your First Application to choose the college you want to track your application
with. If this isn’t your first one, this page will be a list of your previous applications Use the search
bar to enter the school name and click Select, than click Next. On the next page , add details
such as your application Admission Type and Deadline. Then click Create to begin tracking your
application for this college.

Send a Transcript
In the application tracker for the college, you’ll see the Application Checklist. Use this checklist
to track the things you need to complete for the application. From the list, where it says
Transcript, click Request to request your high school to send your transcript to the school. If you
don’t see Transcript listed under the requirements, this college may not require. You can still
make a request by clicking Add Task and selecting Transcript.

View the Progress

View the status of your sent Transcript by opening the Application Tracker of the college you
want to view. From under Application Checklist, click the drop-down next to Transcript and
select Track Transcript. View the chronological updates of your transcript request.

Student Aid Report
The Student Aid Report (SAR) is a
paper or electronic document that
gives you some basic information
about your eligibility for federal
student aid and lists your answers
to the questions on your
Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA ).
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Tips to

Writing Winning
Scholarship
Essays

Recommendation Letters
How to request a letter of recommendation
Most scholarships will require a letter of recommendation from a teacher or
counselor. With a bit of preparation, you can maximize your chances of getting
stellar recommendations.

1. Choose who you want to write your letters
The most powerful recommendation will come from someone who knows you
well and can speak to your character on a personal level. You’ll probably only
need three, but it’s always a good idea to have backups in case something
falls through.

2. Prepare a brag sheet
One of the best ways to get a strong recommendation is to make it easy for the
person doing the writing to highlight your accomplishments and personal
strengths. One easy way to do this is by providing a copy of your academic
transcripts and resume to the person writing your letter.

3. Ask in person and follow up with details
about the deadline
Please provide your recommender with the following:
Details about how and when the letter should be submitted
An updated resume or brag sheet
A pre-addressed, stamped envelope (for letter that need to be
to sent by mail)
A sample letter (if requested)
(It is very important to ask the person writing the recommendation
at least 4-6 weeks prior to the scholarship deadline)

5. Follow up before the due date
Follow up with a polite reminder a week or two before your letters
are due. This is a good opportunity to thank them for writing the
letter and offer to send any additional information they may need.

6. Say a final thank you
Express your appreciation for their support with a mailed
handwritten note or email. Please be sure to update your
recommenders with the good news when you are accepted to
college or receive the scholarship

Senior Brag Sheet
A Senior Brag sheet provided highlights of a
a student’s accomplishments, key
experiences, leadership skills and employment
throughout high school.

Scholarship Tracker
A scholarship tracker can be generated
in google sheets, excel, or as a PDF. Using
a scholarship application tracker like this
will help keep you organized and ensure
you don’t miss important deadlines, such as
priority deadlines, or requirements. Using
a tracker for your college scholarships will
also condition you to look for vital information
when searching for scholarships.

Xello Resume Builder
A resume is an essential part of your scholarship
portfolio. To help you with writing a resume for
the first time, the Resume Builder in Xello pulls in
the work you have already completed in other
parts of Xello to help you create your best resume.

